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MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 
* 


WI AT a pathetic epiſtle ! Surely 
the moſt diſſatisfied lover that ever 
fell to a poor woman's lot, And 
where conſiſts the difference between 
my reproach and my raillery ? you ſay 
you can ſupport neither, In this aſſer- 
tion you do yourſelf injuſtice, for I 
politively affirm that for the latter* 

Vol. II. B you 


* This letter does not appear. 


SEMPRONIA. 


you have a very diſtinguiſhed taſte. 
I mean not to vitiate it by a pun; 
but let the cordial be tart, bitter, or 
ſweet, you imbibe it like nectar: and 
I find I have all this time been un- 
der a miſtakez for I really had ſup- 
poſed you valued this attention as a 
proof of my paſſion, and a compliment 
to your good ſenſe. As to reproach, 
which, in a ſhort ſentence I ſhall diſ- 
patch, it proved you to have been 
the ſole object of my thoughts, the 
moſt flattering teſtimony I could con- 
fer. 


Have you performed my commil- 
ſion with reſpe& to Sempronia? 1 
muſt acknowledge to you I have my 
fears. The ſecreſy of her birth will 
be ſure to operate upon the ſtately 
Earl, nor will all her merits ſurmount 


this obſtacle, I wiſh ſhe never had 
received 
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Teceived the invitation: to have de- 
clined it was impoſſible, 


Valville foreſees the objection, and 
has too high a ſenſe of fillal obedience 
(as far as I can judge) to form any 
alliance his family ſhall diſapprove. 
The Earl aſked me ſome queſtions re- 
lative to my firſt knowledge of Sem- 
pronia; but in a manner which im- 
plied more curioſity than any intereſt 
he was likely to take in my informa- 
tion, Theſe ſort of interrogatories, 
thank heaven, require no confidence. 
But the Counteſs is apprized of every 
thing, and her prudence will ſuggeſt 
thoſe meaſures ſhe ſhall think beſt 
adapted to the preſent caſe, What- 
ever wiſh I might have for conceal- - 
ment, (partial as I am to Sempronia) 
when an explanation becomes neceſ- 
ſary, without the ſmalleſt heſitation 
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SEMPRONIA, 


Ao P l I enter upon the ſubject. If 
Alphonſo can give us no further in- 
telligence, I know not where we are 
to receive it. ob 


I adviſed my amiable friend to make 
her viſit ſhort, as a point of decorum, 


it being her firlt, nor to prolong it 


under any poſſible ſolicitation, Her 
ſafety, I am ſure, is beſt preſerved by 
caution. A few days would not en- 
danger itz a week might; and beyond 
that time it might be deſtroyed for 
ever; for habits of intimacy ſoon take 
away the ceremonious diſtinctions; and it 
is impoſlible that a young heart, en- 
tirely diſengaged, ſhould remain ſo long 
in the ſociety of Valville. He poſſeſſes 
a high ſenſe of honour, but he has 
not, I preſume, all that ſtoical apathy 
which will fortify him againit the 
paſſions. 


1 
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paſſions, I ſhall not be at reſt till 
ſhe returns. 


@ | | DE GRAVELINE.s 
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SEMPRONIA 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


Harville Grove, 


H. APPY as I am in the ſociety of 
the amiable Counteſs, I am too impa= 
tient, (though but one day abſent) to 
enjoy her Kindneſs with the cheerful- 

B 3 neſs 
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neſs I ought. She has done me the 
honour of requeſting my ſtay, as there 
is to be a ball upon the fifth of Oc- 
tober to celebrate the Viſcount's re- 
turn. I aſſured her Ladyſhip how 
happy I ſhould be in partaking of an 


inſtance of public regard, which fo 


Joyful an event would demonſtrate, 
but that I had given my promiſe to 
return in a few days, and that I con- 
ſidered my engagements to you as 
ſacred, She ſaid ſhe had written to 


ſignify her wiſh, requeſting your and, 


Lady Hortenſia's preſence upon the 
occaſion; that ſhe had intended to 
poſtpone this meeting to a ſubſequent 
period, when the Viſcount would be 
of age; but that to the polite en- 


treaty of her friends was ſhe indebted 


for the pleaſure of receiving them at 


preſent; and that ſhe could not con- 


ſider her party compleat if the Mar- 
chioneſs 
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chioneſs and Lady Hortenſia were ab- 
ſent. This laſt ſentence ſilenced me. 
Your anſwer is expected by the return 


of the ſervant. Fm fore are 

EPA 

ba; My dear friend find an excuſe 

for me; but deprive not this amiable 
family of your preſence. To your 

F; prudence I leave the meaſure, but effect 
it, 1 conjure you, 


SEMPRONIA, 


n — 
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R SEMPRONIA, 


LETTER III. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


JEMPRONIA 


Your return, my charming Sem- 
pronia, under thoſe circumſtances is 
impoſſible. It would be a tacit affront 
to leave your friends at ſuch a time, 
cannot decline the invitation, and 
you, as my gueſt, would of courſe have 
accompanied us. 


By a prior engagement you are at 
preſent upon the very ſpot. Conſult 
your 


— 
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your reaſon, my love; that will in- 
ſtantly convince you. But as the 
meeting does not take place till the 
fifth, a thought has juſt ſtruck me; 
you can come home according to your 
firſt intentivn, and we ſhall have ſome 
days to ourſelves previous to that time. 
I therefore recalled my note, and wrote 
to that effect. My carriage ſhall be 
with you in time, and to a late din- 
ner ſhall expect you on Friday. It 
has been very dull and ſtupid ſince 
you left us; and my aunt ſays ſhe 
ſhall never conſent, to your abſence 
more. Breville will not be able ta 
join us. He is gone to G==—, Hig 
father's illneſs the cauſe; that when he 
may return is uncertain. Adieu, my 


' DE ORAVELINE. 
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LETTER IV. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE . 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


My father, thank God, is paſt all 
danger, but not in a ſituation to be 
left. His illneſs was ſhort but violent, 
and had impaired him ſo much, that 
on the firſt appearance I was alarmed 
for the conſequences. Whether he felt 
any pleaſure on having me with#him 
J know not; I was in his room ſome 
time, and by his bed- ſide more than 
an hour before he ſpoke to me. To 
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SEMPRONIA. If 


his diſorder I at firſt imputed this in. 
difference; but when he addreſſed me, 
1 was apprehenſive that my viſit had 
excited his diſpleaſure, He ſaid my 
journey was unneceſſary, as conſola- 
tion could not effect miracles. I re- 
plied to him ſeveral times; but to my 
concern he paid htt'e attention. He 
enquired his age; which, when I had 
told him, he anſwered—1s it ſo much? 
then I have exiſted too long for us 
both; that his lite muſt be felt as a 
burthen to thoſe who would expe- 


rience ſo many advantages in ſeeing 
its cloſe, 


Shortly after he aſked ſome queſ- 
tions in regard to his affairs, and if 
Mordine was faithful in the diſcharge 
-of his truſt? Without dwelling upon 
the ſubject, or entering upon the me- 
rits of this worthy man, which I was 


a Ware 
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aware might recall ſome unwelcome 
reflections, I aſſured him of my confidence 
in his integrity; but that in obedience 
to his own injunctions I had never made 
any enquiry upon the ſubject of his 
patrimonial property. It is well, ſaid 
he, that you have ſo much honour, 
have been deceived by every one 
elle; but poſſibly your virtue has not 
been put to the proof? As I knew 
not how beſt to reply to the many 
obſervations he made, I continued ſilent, 
His affection for me is entirely alienated; 
and at moments, poor ſoul, he ſeems 
little inclined to acknowledge me as 


his ſon. I cannot but feel this con- 


cern as it deſerves. I may be miſta- 
ken; and truſt in God I am fo; for 
] could not enjoy a moment's peace 
with the burthen of his diſpleaſure, 
In a few days I ſhall write again. Adieu, 


DE BREVILLE, 
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SEMPRONIA, 


LETTER V. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 


Your letter, my amiable friend, 


I this inſtant received How impatiently 


do I wiſh your return, Your father's 
peculiar ſituation makes me in doubt 
whether your preſence will afford him 
any comfort; but if you think it will, 
or the idea can give you a moment's 
eaſe, ſtay I entreat; but endeavour to 
compoſe your ſpirits. Much have you 
ſuffered; but it was to be. Reflection 

can 
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can give no pleaſure, therefore indulge 
it not, You have done your duty; 
and it remains not with us to enquire 
if parental ſervices have been as re- 
ligiouſly obſerved. 


I write theſe few words upon the 
road, Your meſſenger prudently fol- 
lowed. The motion of the carriage 
will prevent me ſaying more, and 1s 


a reaſon for ſo abruptly bidding you 
adieu. 


DE GRAVELINE. 


Pn 
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FROM THE SAME, 
1. 


Tun poſt mark of your laſt letter 
was a ſignal I joy fully obeyed, Any 
other, I fear, would have prevented 
me from breaking the ſeal. Mordine's 
return was a happy circumſtance. Good 
ſenſe gives him ſo many advantages, 
as well as pleaſure in his attention to 
his friends, that you cannot do better 
than continue with him a week or 
two longer, as you propoſe, His ten- 
derneſs, &c.. &c. will adminiſter that 
conſolation paſt ſcenes have rendered 
ſo neceſſary. 

A whole 


16 SEMPRONIA, 


A whole month has elapſed ſince 
our return from 1 theeGrove, I hardly 
know how to — with the ſimpli- 
city and rural idea ſuch a word con- 
veys, the magnificence and ſtatelineſs 
of the objects it contains. The palace 
of Verſailles, do you think, a finer 
ſtructure? It exceeds this building in 
point of extent, but its decorations 
are by no means in a ſtile ſo ſump— 
tuous. No expence was ſpared, that 
art or fancy could ſupply, to gratify 


the pride and taſte of it's owner, Who 


ſeemed at the full attainment of all 
earthly felicty. The Counteſs con- 
cealed her plans, that the pleaſure we 
ſhould experience from them might 
have its full effet; and the eaſe and 
regularity with which ſhe conducted 
this fete, was not the ſmalleſt part 
of our enjoyment. All che neighbour: 
ing families were invited: and never 

before, 
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before, in a private meeting, did I 
behold ſuch an . aſſemblage of beauty 
and faſhion, 


In the grand ſaloon, was a large 
tranſparent painting; the ſubject, Youth, 
ſupported by a group of figures, repre= 
ſenting the cardinal Virtues, In the 
back ground, was Time, checking the 
impetuoſity of Fancy, a fine female 
figure, in a bending attitude, with @ 
blooming Cupid in one hand, wha 
was preſenting a lighted torch, with 
much earneſtneſs, to Youth; and in 
the other an arrow, directed cloſe to 
the heart. The expreſſive countenance 
of Time, and the conceit of the whole 
emblem, made me inſtantly conclude 
this allegorical whim to be the Earl's, 
Prudence, the principal in the group, 
had a very repulſive air. Her eye was 

bent 


18 SEMPRONIA. 
bent upon Cupid, with one arm over 
the ſhoulder of youth. _ 


The Earl meant all this as a fine 
moral application; but in my opinion 


it was, if I may uſe the word, a con- 


ſummate diſplay of vanity. At the 


foot 'of Time, was the Genius of 


France, with a large roll—of parch- 
ment I ſuppoſe, and his Lordſhip's ge- 
nealogy, for ſhe held it as an offering 


to him, The piece was well executed, 


and did much credit to the artiſt. 


| As, our hoſt is a ſtrict obſerver of 


etiquette, no one punctilio was omitted: 


anceſtry, and rank, in due obſervance: 
for many of the nobility and gentry. 
were. there,. within ſuch a diſtance. 
When I ſaw all this preparation, (lo 
little calculated for the comfort of a 


Private meeting) I was embarraſſed for 


my 
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my Sempronia. This being her firſt 
public appearance, I wiſhed it to do 
her honour: for as it was impoſſible 
fo much beauty could eſcape obſer- 
vation, it was neceſſary to have it pro- 
perly ſupported. That her birth was 
noble, I had no doubt; but aſſerted 
in ſo vague and extraordinary a man- 
ner, that it was not able to give her 
any decided pretenſions. The mode of 
introduction would fix her rank, in the 
opinion of people at leaſt; and that 
it ſhould be ſo managed, as to prevent 
her feeling any ſubſequent abaſement, 
was the great point I had in view, 
It would be eaſy to a mind like her's, 
to; riſe; but the contrary was to be 
avoided, I ſpoke to the Counteſs. 

upon the ſubject; but ſhe was reſerved. 

in her opinion; a convinting . proof 
to me; that the Earl had ſome. object 
to accompliſh, which , 1 yas determined, 
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if poſſible, to counteract. The minuet 
then occurred. To prevent this, would 
be a far leis mortification than to per- 


form it at an improper time. But 


her good ſenſe made every explanation, 
(could I have attempted it) unneceſ- 
ſary. She told me, in the morning, 
ſhe did not propoſe to dance. My 
deareſt friend, ſaid: ſhe, I cannot but 
be ſenſible of the difficulty to which 
the ignorance of my real fituation ſo 
often expoles you. 1 teel it every hour 
of my lite. 
J would here have interrupted ſuch 
a thought; bur ſhe ſeemed anxious to 
explain. Allos ine, continued ſhe, to 
aſſure you that my uneaſineſs - ſprings 
from your peculiar cenderneſs on this 
very circumſtance. Had I any deſerved 
claims to the -honours you confer, you 
would be leſs tenacious in their ob- 
ſervance, 
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ſervance. They might in that caſe be 
diſpenſed with, from the privilege that 
would demand them. But to feel my+ 
ſelf the object of diſtinctions, to which 
I am not entitled, is far more humi— 
liating than negle&, Let me from 
this moment, I conjure you, mix with 
the multitude, and ſhare with it but 
in the common attention; of life. Her 
ſentiments delighted me, and the juſt- 
neſs of them determined my conſent, 
I promiſed on this occaſion to yield, 
but begged her to allow me to enter 
upon the ſubje& at ſome future time. 
The buſineſs of the toilette I infiſted 
upon performing, thinking I ſhould do 
her that juſtice ſhe would neglect. Her 
dreſs was ſimple; the beſt calculated 
to ſhew her ſhape and figure to ad- 
vantage, Her beautitul hair was dreſſed 
without powder, and ornamented with 
a negligence, in character with the 


reſt. 
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reſt, When ſhe was finiſhed, 1 told 
her to ſurvey herſelf. She affected no 
Ignorance of her appearance, but allowed 
that dreſs had its charms. Her lovely 


features were heightened by a glow of 


ſpirits, and the exertion this operation 
had excited. 


Armed for conqueſt, we made our 
entree ; and I can aſſure you that my 
dear aunt was not the leaſt captivat- 
ing of the Graces. Some of the com- 
pany were aſſembled: but Valville 
ſeeing us, flew down the room, and 
offering each a hand, wiſhed to his 
ſoul for a third, to have preſented ro 
Sempronia : but Lady Hortenſia declined 
accepting it, and advanced Sempronia, 
and he led her to the top of the 
room. Her appearance ſtruck a general 
aſtoniſhment. But never ſhall I forget 
the countenance of Valville, His eyes 

ä a were 
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were ſo entirely faſcinated, that I began 
to think all hopes of him were fled, 
He was loſt to every other perſon pre- 
ſent, 'I was almoit angry; every mo- 
ment fearing that he would be obſerved. 


Lord and Lady Harville were in 
ſome other apartment. The abſence 
of the former I did not lament. - Sem- 
pronia could not with any poſlible 
propriety be diſplaced; for being a 
ſtranger, and my aunt her chaprone, 
the laſt was a circumſtance the Earl 
could not get over. 


The rooms preſently filled; that all 
diſtinction was loſt. Tant mieux, thought 
I, if we can but eſcape the vigilant 
eye of our ſtately hoſt, The muſic 
ſtruck up; and the ſignal for minuets 
being given, with a very ſtately pace 
he walked up the ſaloon, then bowing 


tO 
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to me, preſented my hand to his ſon. 
There being preſent ſeveral people of 
rank, Sempronia's turn, of courſe, could 
not come yet, I, de tems en lems, ſtole 
a glance at Valville, and always found 
his eye rivetted on the ſame object: 
but thoſe pleaſing emotions he firſt 
experienced had all ſubſided. This 
change I attributed to Sempronla's 
not having been noticed. But at length, 
with ſolemn ſteps, the Earl advanced, 
and ſtifly inclining his head, his body 
perfectly erect, with a ſarcaſtic ſmile on 
her, but addreſſing his words to me 
Pray, Madam, when is this lady's turn? 
She declines a minuet, my Lord, ſaid 
I, with all the importance I could aſ- 
ſume. That cannot be allowed, replied 
he, upon an occaſion ſuch as this. 
It hurts me much, my Lord, returned 
Sempronia, to refuſe; but I muſt beg 
your excuſe. 

| The 
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The good air with which ſhe made 
her reply, hurt his pride much more 
than any uneaſineſs ſhe might have be- 
trayed. For the latter, he might have 
felt or not, as he had been inclined; 
but this was not left to his choice. 
He ſaid no more, but walked away, 
and ſeemed to have loſt a cubit or 
two of his ſtature. 


Valville was at ſome diſtance, and 
muſt have obſerved the invitation, and 
that it was declined; but knew not 
what paſſed. Hie immediately came 
up, and importuned her much to allow 
him the honour. This was not to be 
granted. He then aſked if ſhe ex- 
tended her prohibition to country 
dances? By no means, ſaid ſhe. Lord 
G—-— he then preſented for the two 
firſt, and engaged her for himſelf the 
remainder. Some old dowagers who 

Vol. II. C were 
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were near, enquired very eagerly who 
this young lady was—if my relation 
—if the Duke de B-—'s daughter 
and fifty more queſtions in a breath. 
I told them I had not the honour of 
being related to this lady, but that ſhe 


permitted, to my aunt, that of intro- 
ducing her. 


Country dances began, by Valville 
and your humble ſervant, Sempronia's 
movements, you know to be particu- 
larly graceful, and with ſpirit and ele- 
gance ſhe performed, There was 
ſomething ſo very attractive in her 
figure, that ſhe ſeemed the ſole object 
of attention. As for Valville, he for- 
got his partner ſeveral times; and on 
coming to the bottom— What an un- 
merciful tedious figure! ſaid he. So 
indeed I thought, my Lord, replied J: 
you ſhall call the next. Ten thouſand 
SS apologies 


S EMPRON IA. 27 


apologies he made, &c. This arranged, 
we ſtood filent as mutes, till Sem- 
pronia came in ſight. He then gave 
ſuch a ſtart: but quickly recovering 
himſelf, attempted to look cheerful; 
but ſhe no ſooner paſſed, than he 
fetched ſo deep a ſigh I thought he 
would have ſunk. Upon this very un- 


guarded behaviour I gave him a hint, 
which he obſerved. 


The happy change now took place, 
and I muſt leave you to imagine the 
ſituation of Valville, He ſeemed all 
ſpirit. - But Sempronia's cheerfulneſs 
was tempered by the utmoſt propriety. 
At twelve, ſupper was announced; and 
each glad ſwain was handing his fair 
nymph, when Saturn again returned, 
and re-aſſuming all his ancient rites, 
harmony was deſtroyed, form took 
place, and in awful majeſty the ſolemn 

— proceſſion 
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proceſſion advanced. Valville fell to 
my lot, for which I was not ſorry; 
being determined on ſpeaking very ſe— 
riouſly upon the ſubject. His man- 
ners were improper under the preſent 
circumſtances; indeed any where he could 


not ſtand excuſed ; his attachment was 


too viſible. The conduct of the Earl 
had diſappointed all hopes; the pru- 
dence of Lady Harville withheld me 
from all further confidence ; and the 
happineſs of Sempronia was at ſtake. 
All my dependance was upon the ge- 


neroſity of Valville. Though his paſ- 


ſion for her was ſerious, it was but 
in its infancy. To conquer it there- 
fore, was in his power, as the obſta- 
cles to its ſucceſs were not to be ſur— 
mounted. Amiable as he was, I had 
no doubt of Sempronia's having offers 
equally eligible; where the circum- 
ſtances of her birth would be loſt in 

her 
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her perſonal merit, and the honour 
that would conter juſtly acknowledged, 
Her fortune was liberal; her educa— 
tion elegant, and all thele advantages 
would weigh in the icale of honour it 


not in that of nobility. Thus prepared, 


] was reſolved to encounter all his 
arguments the next morning, and at- 
ter ſupper had an opportunity to ſig— 
nify my wiſhes for a converſation. 
This he promiled, ſaid he would be 
more guarded, but confeſſed his paſſion. 


Sempronia was now under the pro- 
tection of Lord G , and looked 
happy. When we returned, ſhe joined 
me; bur I perceived a tear trickling 


in her eye, which I did not dare ob- 


ſerve to her; however ſhe preſently 
recovered her cheertulneſs, Lady Har- 
ville came up, and paid Sempronia 
many compliments upon her appear- 
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ance, &c. but, ſaid ſhe, we muſt have 
a minuet; though you refuſed my 
Lord, I ſhall hope to prevail, and 
Valville will be too happy in having 
the honour. Indeed, ſaid I, it 1s but 
an awful ceremony at beſt, even to 
thoſe who are in the habit of per- 


forming it, that I readily admitted 


the excuſes of my friend; but till I 
have my hopes that to our joint re- 
queſt ſhe will yield. She bowed af 
ſent, This was exactly as I wiſhed; 
for as many young women had de- 
clined their's upon the beginning of 
the evening, Sempronia would not be 
out of time, This accompliſhment I 
had my doubts of, not knowing how 
upon Alphonſo's ſyſtem ſhe could have 
acquired it; but I had ſo much re- 
liance upon the modeſty of Sempro- 
nia, that I was perſuaded ſhe would 
not have made an improper attempt. 
Obſerving 
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Obſerving a lady lookiag very at- 
tentively at me, whole perſon 1 did 
not recollect, I enquired of Lady Har- 
ville her name. She informed me it 
was Lady Julia Brimont. She was 
upon a lotty eminence, for a ſort of 
theatre had been raiicd at the Eait end 
of the ſaloon, facing that piece of 
morality, and ſhe was upon its moſt 
elevated part. She looked like our 
friend Patience upon a monument, 
not „ ſmiling at grief,“ for the had a 
far more lively companion, no lefs 
than the immortal Harcourt; but 
bearing with reſiſtleſs fortitude the 
perſecuting arrows of this witty god. 
Had Hogarth been preſent, 1 think 
his pencil would have done the ſub- 
ject juſtice; Harcourt, ardent as fire, 
Lady Julia calm as a zephyr. His 
countenance darting from it ſparks of 
intelligence; her's a perfect vacuum. 

C 4 The 
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The contraſt produced a wonderful 
happy effect, and you ſhould have 
been preſent to have enjoyed it. With 
reſpect to her beauty and figure, I 
cannot ſay that my ideas are more 
poetical than your own. The Sports, 
Loves, and Graces, moſt certainly have 
not made this their retreat; and 1 


think ſhe may ſafely defy the ſhafts 


of Cupid, the enchantment of Zephy- 
rus, the rage of Venus, and even the 
immortality of Jove. 


But to the ſaloon. Lady Harville 
preſented Valville to Sempronia. Every 
one preſſed forward with eagerneſs to 
behold ; not a voice was heard. The 
muſicians partook in the general idea, 
and did their very beſt. After the 
firſt curtſey, ſhe ſtood ſeveril moments. 
The gracefulneſs of this pauſe was pe- 
culiarly expreſſive; and the attitude 
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into which ſhe ſeemed negligently to 
fall, though ſufficiently erect for dig- 
nity, gave her figure every advantage. 
Her movements were beyond what you 
could believe poſſible; and though 
the faculty required in this perfor— 
ance may be very inferior, ſomething 
beyond perſonal powers prevailed here, 
When her enraptured partner led her 
to her ſeat, there was echoed through 
every part of the room divine, charm- 
ing, and the like. The compliments 
ſhe received were unbounded, and as 
a very young woman, could not be 
conſidered as obtruſive, Even the teſty 
Earl could not withhold his praiſes, 
though for half a minute he was de- 
bating with his anceſtors whether he 
ſhould give them utterance, Now, 
ſaid he, would I dance in my turn 
could 1 flatrer myſelf any lady would 
condeſcend, looking very anxiouſly at 
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Sempronia. She accepted his chal» 
lenge. Ceremony was now laid aſide, 
and after a few minuets more, the 
Earl and his fair partner began, tho? 
every man in the room had been 
aſpiring to this honour, Valville ſeemed 
inſpired. His hopes from this -laſt 
circumſtance were all revived, and 
Sempronia not a little flattered by the 
favourable pre-ſentiment : But I viewed 
matters through a far different medium, 
and was leſs at reſt than before, as 
this was ſure to lead into difficulties : 
ſhe could not conſiſtent with her prin- 
ciples have acted otherwiſe; his firſt mode 
of addreſs had evidently hurt her; and 
whether he meant this as an atonement, 
or that her proper and decorous be- 
haviour had excited ſome degree of 


ſhame, or that univerſal admiration 
had determined this exhibition for the 


gratification of his vanity ; whether one 
or all produced the momentary ſen- 
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ſation, I know not, nor do I care, but 
ſhall leave the deciſion to ſome wiſer 
brain, Valville received his partner 
with redoubled joy, but heartily wiſhed 
my eyes under Cupid's or ſome other 
bandage. 


The evening cloſed, or rather the 
morning opened to the ſatisfaction of 
every heart preſent ſave mine. Lady. 
Harville's great good humour, gave 
every object an additional charm, and 
youth ſeemed to have invigorated her 
whole frame. Her countenance beamed 
with all thoſe effuſions of heart felt 
tenderneſs which the occaſion had in- 


ſpired. At feven we retired, Sleep 


had fled wholly from my ſenſes, my 
thoughts being too much awakened by 
the recollection of my lovely charge, 
and the converſation I was to have 

with 
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with your friend, which I ſhall give 
you in my next. 


In reſpet to the old manſion, I 
entirely agree with you; and before 
January comes in, an excurſion thi- 
ther might not be improperly timed, 
But I muſt fee you firſt, Some few 
regulations will be neceſſary, To con- 
ſult the preſent truſtees I ſhould ſup- 
pole no part of our duty, but that 
every regulation, &c. will devolve upon 
you. This is the opinion of my aunt; 
but a re-peruſal of the old deeds may 
not be amiſs. For that purpoſe they 
are unrolled, imbibing, I hope, the 
genial and refreſhing beams of a ſouth 
ſun; for ſhould they chill in the firſt 
inſtance—"* Qual innocente vittima a me 
conſacro,”” what would be the fate of Ho- 
noria. 

DFE GRAVELINE. 
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LETTER VII. 


FROM THE SAME. 


V LVILLE, punctual to his ap- 
pointment, met me in the grove; and 
without any preface we renewed the 
ſubject. He again aſſured me that he 
felt for her the moſt ardent affection; 
that her perſonal beauties, though 
tranſcendently lovely, he could not 
have beheld without admiration ; but 
that their impreſſion could never have 
produced what he now experienced, 
To her merits, her talents, and that 
invincible ſweetneſs of diſpoſition which 

diffuſed 
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diffuſed the moſt enchanting power over 
every word and ſentiment ſhe ex- 
preſſed—by their captivating influence 
was his heart wholly ſubdued; that 
he beheld her the object of univerſal 
admiration, and by thoſe whoſe pre- 
tenſions were far above his own; that 
it were impoſſible ſhe could remain 
long a ſtranger to thoſe attentions fo 
deſervedly paid her. Some happy ob- 
ject muſt be diſtinguiſhed, and then, 
exclaimed - he, I ſhall be eternally 
wretched. Intereſt can never influence 
a ſoul like hers, but merit will, and 
that muſt be a bar, an inſurmountable 
bar to my happineſs, To fly her 
preſence was not in his power; to be 
ſenſible to worth like hers, could not 
be a crime, and—— Here I itopped 
him. No, Valville, ſaid I, but to miſ- 
lead ſuch a heart would be a great 
one. You well know what prudence, 
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what honour ſhould dictate in a caſe 
like this. Had you—hope, I ſhould 
be the firſt. to encourage, to indulge 
your inclination. But the impetuoſity 
of fancy. (for at preſent I can give it 
no other name) leads you into error ; 
and you give to an imaginary object 
what is due but to a real paſſion. 
A real paſſion ! exclaimed he; and do 
you think I have ſo little honour as 
to Give me leave, ſaid I, I do 
not mean to call your honour in queſ- 
tion. But when did this paſſion take 
its riſe? After having paſſed but a 
ſhort part of three days in her com- 
pany, Her perſonal attraftions could 
not have eſcaped your notice, but to 
her merits you were a ſtranger. Her 
diſpoſition, which you ſo applaud, was 
unknown to you. The reciprocal re- 
turn of politeneſs was all the oppor- 
tunity given you to judge even of 

her 
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her manners, and the very worſt dif- 
poſition can ſurely command itſelf in the 
preſence of thoſe it reſpects. The moſt 
amiable can only appear ſuch; for 
whether effected by conſtraint, or the 
impulſe of nature, in ſo ſhort a time 
it were not poſſible for judgment to 
decide. You do not mean, ſaid he, 


with ſome agitation, any thing dero- 


gatory to the character of —— No, 
ſaid I, but I mean to convince you 
you. derogate from your own when 
you ſuffer your good ſenſe to be biaſſed 
by imagination, whoſe emotions are 
too tranſient to be relied on. Time 
can alone enable you to do juſtice 
either to her deſerts or to your own. 
Had Sempronia made this ſudden de- 
ciſion, ſhe would have leſſened herſelf 
in your eſteem, Where then is the 
difference? Is not prudence as much 
a virtue in your ſex as it is in our's? 
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and what you would have diſapproved 
in her, muſt condemn in yourſelf, 
Do you know how ſuch an alliance 
would be received by your father 
(ſuppoſing Sempronia would favour 
your addreſſes)? have you couſulted 
him? This is the firſt ſtep to be 
taken, my Valville, if you are in ear- 
neſt; nor ever ſee her more while a 
doubt remains. Momentary gratifica- 
tion would be a poor recompence for 
a life of ſelt-reproach; your peace 
fled, what reſource have you left? 
Conſider the matter well; and when 
you are juſtified in your mealures, I thall 
be the firſt to promote their ſucceſs. 


Here cloſed our converſation, during 
which, my dear Breville, as you will 
readily ſee,, I had arrayed myſelf with 
all your plumes; but truſt that I had 
a better elcape than my predeceſſor, 

48 
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as my motive partook leſs of vanity 
than friendſhip. Adieu. In a few days 1 
ſhall expect you. 


r 


DE GRAVELINEs 


LETTER VII. 


LADY JULIA BELMONT 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


D EPRIVED of the only conſola- 
tion your friend's abſence could alleviate, 
I endeavoured for momentary relief to 
diſpel the gloom of my ſituation in 
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the ſociety of the Harville family; but 
even there the ſame tormenting fiend 
purſued me, and your preſence was 
wanting to put it to flight. Am 1 
become ſo odious to your ſight, or 
are the ſervices of friendſhip not juſtly 
acknowledged? Gratitude ſhall never 
leave me your debtor, nor ſhall any 
attention be wanting to convince you 
of the livelineſs of my eſteem, 


At preſent I am ſeriouſly diſtreſſed. 
Even all my caution has not proved 
ſufficient to ſecure me from the too 
partial ſentiments of the Colonel's 
friends, They endeavour to adminiſ- 
ter conſolation to a heart incapable 
of caſe. Lately have I experienced 
but to a letter I dare not confide. 
Your perſonal advice can alone prevent 
the dangers which threaten 


JULIA BELMONT, | 
LE T- 
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LETTER. E. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 
TO THE 


VIECOUNT DE VALVILLE 


How ſincerely, my dear friend, 
did I regret my abſence upon an event 
which has ſo largely contributed to my 
felicity, and thoſe feelings were doubly 


acute from the cauſe which withheld 


me. On my return from Belmont I 
made a viſit to my old faithful friend 
Mordine, and found him the ſame 
worthy, good-humoured fellow as ever. 
Time has made no unpleaſant advances 
- . either 
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either upon his temper or mind; and 
at the age of ſeventy, when every 
generous paſſion may be allowed to 
ſeek a quiet retreat in its own breaſt, 
his are ſtill employed in the ſervice 
of thoſe active duties which have fo 
long rendered him both the ſupport 
and ornament of ſociety, 


A few days after my return, I re- 
ceived a letter from Lady Julia, in- 
timating ſomething which requires no 
deep penetration to, explain. She talks 
of dangers which threaten her from 
the too partial ſentiments of her huſ- 
band's friends, Silly woman, her own 
folly is the only danger ſhe has to 
encounter. She miſtakes civility for 
friendſhip, and gallantry for paſſion, 
One ſhould have ſuppoſed ſhe was too 
well acquainted with the manners of 
military life to expect an apoltle under 


every 
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every red coat; and very much mor- 
tified would ſhe be if it proved ſuch, 
From ſome hints I have received, 
Harcourt 1 have no doubt to be this 
formidable enemy. He is lively, and 
of a diſpoſitiim much calculated pour 
plaire aux dames; ſo to gratify vanity 
very wiſcly had recourſe to her charms, 
My engagements therefore are at an end. 
She muſt combat this hero with the beſt 
weapons ſhe can find; and I will anſwer 
for it that a victory leſs flattering than 
Diomede's will more than compenſate 
for the perils he may encounter, 
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LETTER X. 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE. 


TO THE 


, 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 


Wy AT! leave the bleeding Venus 
to retreat alone with her wounds to 
Olympus? Intrepid But if „ 
are really in earneſt, what can be ſaid? 
In truth, my friend, from the recol- 
lection of paſt circumſtances I do not 
think I ſhould have diſplayed more 
courage or gallantry than yourſelf, 
I ſhould have told her my mind, and 
then have left her to her reflections, 
Life 


45 SEMPROMIA, 


Life abounds with too many real evils 
to ſpend one's time in the purſuit of 
phantoms; and to avoid this is no dif- 
ficult matter, You have diſcharged 
every friendſhip you owe to Belmont; 
and if the indiſcretions of his wife 
withhold you from any further ſervice, 
you can incur no reproach, Harcourt 
is a man of honour; few more ſo; 
but putting that out of the queſtion, 
it would be too ridiculous to give her 
tale even the hearing. She is not ac- 
countable to you for her conduct, 
conſequently you have not her wrongs 
to avenge. His opinion of her I know 
not, for I never heard him mention 
her name. But it muſt be too well 
imagined by your own, Her manners 
leave nothing for imagination to form, 
Several times during her viſit at Har- 
ville, (which was but one week) my 
mother was nearly provoked to ſpeak 
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upon the ſubject; but it was not 
Harcourt, nor is it Breville, on whom 
ſhe confers her notice; mais a chaque 
objet qui ſe preſente. It is a levity of 
heart which betrays itſelf through every 
veil ſhe can put on. Was ſhe fatis- 
fied with admiration, an occaſional 
burnt offering one might be diſpoſed 
to preſent; but to ſlay innocent vic- 
tims at a ſhrine already, is impoſſible, 7 
Had nature made her a coquet, ten 
thouſand excuſes could one find for 
her: but ſhe has neither wit nor ſpirit 
to entitle her to the diſtinction? No- 
thing leſs than tranſmigration can make 
her a reaſonable creature. Harcourt, 
at her own requelt, was her Ciceſbeo, 
and attended her to Belmont, where 
we will leave her, and, I hope, for ever. 


I ſhould not have infringed ſo long 
on your attention, but having had op- 
Vor. Il, D portunities 
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portunities to judge of her, which you 
have not, thought ſome further inſight 
into matters might diſpenſe you from 
unneceſſary attendance. My own heart 
is oppreſſed by the heavieſt affliction, 
though my letter has not a line to 
prove it. To tell you honeſtly, I had 
my reaſons for not truſting my pen 
upon ſuch a ſubject at the preſent, ſo 
adieu. 


DE VALVILLE, 
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LET. TEK XV. 


FROM THE SAME 


Tno UGH to your charming friend 
I wwe a thouſand kindneſſes, ſcarcely 
have I the gratitude to allow myſelf 
obliged. Her good ſenſe and prudence 
have been both my guide and deſtroyer. 
She held out her friendly hand when 
] was upon the brink of deſtruction; 
and by her ſupport reſcued me from 
that gulph into which I muſt have 
been loſt for ever. But to what has 
ſhe reſtored me? To an exiſtence de- 
tached from every endearment, com- 
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fort or relief, It is her who withholds 
from me the object for whom alone 
I wiſh to hve; ſhe has forbidden me 
ever more to appear in her preſence 
but upon conditions I ſhall not ob- 
tain, What a leſſon has ſhe taught 
me—a doctrine ſubverſive of every law 
of nature and of—reaſon! No, my 
friend, that was the cordial you of- 
fered to my diſtempered ſpirit, Re- 
proach you have not incurred, Igno- 
miny recoils upon mylelf, I ſhould 
have known that © no indulgence is 
to be allowed to the paſſions where 
reaſon forbids their fulleſt gratification.” 
You alſo, my Breville, held out that 
precautionary aid which ought to 
have been my guard againſt every 
expected attack, What then can 1 
offer in my defence? 1 have be— 
trayed that prudence which had ſhel- 
tered me from ſo many dangers, and 
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now that I am aſſailed by an enemy 
powertully armed, have not ſtrength 
to oppole it, nor even courage for 
an honourable retreat. From you, my 
Breville, may I ſtill aſk aſſiſtance. 
Delert me not under misfortunes ſuch 
as thele, 


DE VALVILLE, 
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LETTER All. | - 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


Yes, Madam, to you alone I ſub- 
mit. From this moment I fly her pre- 
ſence, My ſufferings ſhall be buried 
in the cold grave, which will ſhortly 
be my only refuge. | 


DE VALVILLE. 
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LETTER XIII. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE 


Miscumzp youth! pauſe but 
an inſtant; hearken to virtue; her 
voice will reſtore you to yourſelf. 
What have I done but what friend- 
ſhip demanded, and your merits claimed ? 


Reflect, I entreat you. Life is dear to 


you, but honour ſtill more. To Bre- 
ville I diſpatched a meſſenger. In 
two days he will be with you, Con- 

D4 fide 


3 SEMPRONIA, 


2 | 
fide en him; but the beſt ſecurity will 
be found in your own heart, 


DE GRAVELINE, 


LETTER: XIV, 


COUNT DE BREVILLE., 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


Unnaveer Valville! his reaſon 
ſeems wholly ſubdued by his paſſion; 
% that what conſolation to offer I know 
not; it preys upon his very ſoul, and 
to conquer it 1 ſolemnly believe not 
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in his power. To confide ſuch a ſe- 
cret with the Earl he dares not at- 
tempt; for affection would be leſs 
prevailiag than that conſequence he 
thinks due to his rank, This unfor— 
tunate bias is his only fault, for he 
poſſi: fſes many exalted virtues, and is, 
in all other reſpects, an amiable cha- 
racter. But Valville, conlctous of this 
influence, has not relolution to hazard 
a diſcovery, I ſtill urged the pro- 
priety of the meaſure, and offered my 
ſervices to effect it, At firit, he ac- 
cepted, and experienced, 1 thought, a 
momentary gleam of hope in the ſuc- 
ceſs it was likely to produce; but ap- 
prehenſive of the evils of diſappoint- 
ment, was under the painful neceſſity 
of checking it. The alteration in his 
looks, and viſible dejection, had been, 
by the Earl, obſerved to me on my 
arrival, and he expreſſed the utmoſt 

D 5 concern 
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concern at it. This was a circumſtance 
which in ſome degree excuſed my in- 
terference, and juſtified my imparting 
to him what information I could ob- 
tain. To Valville I related what had 
paſſed, and recommended him to be 
explicit, as his mind was too wretched 
to feel any additional forrow. To 
encourage hope under circumſtances 
ſo very unfavourable, every thing for- 
bad. He conſented; and returning to 
the Earl, who impatiently enquired 
how I had left him, and if I had diſ- 
covered the cauſe of his dejection, 
anſwered—it was not unknown to me, 
and I was convinced that his future 
happineſs depended upon that conſola- 


tion it would receive. Is it in my. 


power to adminiſter it? ſaid the Earl. 
His life is dearer to me than my 
own. Has he involved himſelf in play, 
or are there any debts he has incurred, 
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he may wiſh to conceal. I aſk not 
the cauſe, but the halt of my fortune 
ſhall be from this moment at his diſ- 
poſal, No, my Lord, ſaid I, Valville 
has too much confidence in your ge- 
neroſity to have a deſire for the con- 
cealment of any debts which your 
liberal hand would ſo readily diſcharge. 
But to the fame affection and ten- 
derneſs his diſtreſſcs appeal, to them 
he applies for refuge. He has com- 
miſſioned me to open to you the rea} 
ſtate of his mind, and to acquaint you 
with the occaſion of that forrow your 
fondneſs laments, Haſten to relieve 
me, ſaid he, with ſome emotion, 1 
then informed him of his attachment 


to Sempronia, Sempronia! exclaimed 


his Lordſhip; a perſon nobody knows. 


She may have merit: of that I do not 


doubt, from her preſent honourable 
protection, It is true, my Lord, ſail 
1, the 
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I, the Marchioneſs is too ſenſible of tel 
ils d impreſſion to deprive herſelf 4 


of the pleaſure of acknowledging 
rnehr of the lady in queſtion; but 4 

her own fortune is too independent . 

to admit of any other advantage than 3 


what her and Lady Hortenſia's ſociety 
confers; and I believe I can anſwer 
for the Marchioneſs as well as Lady 
Hortenſia, that theſe advantages are 
by them conſidered as mutual. Im- 
poſſible, Sir, faid he—their education, 
ſentiment ? Equal, my Lord,—Their 
birth ?-—Moſt certainly on that point 
the Marchioneſs has few competitors. 
— Nobility, nobility, Sir, entitles to 
that honour. Granted, my Lord. As 
ſuch Sempronia has pretenſions. Is = 
the noble? ſaid he, with much ear- 
neſtneſs. So Alphonſo aſſured us, But 
can he aſcertain thoſe claims? If he 
can—— Here he pauſed, apprehenſive 
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leſt the emotions of his mind ſhould 
betray thoſe hopes which I verily 
think he would rejoice in being able 
to prevail upon himſelf to grant. The 
Counteſs was preſent, but till this in- 
ſtant ſilent. Indeed, my Lord, ſaid 
ſhe, the Marchioneſs mentioned this 
circumſtance; but as Semproma was 
received by Alphonlo in early infancy, 
and the particulars of her ſituation not 
having been communicated to him, 
her erquiries could receive no further 


information. This was a rule for me. 


Her former abode was thus concealed, 
and as that part of our friend's ſtory 
was not at the preſent neceſſary, and 
was not likely to ſtrengthen our hopes, 
the Counteſs was juſl;fied in her re- 


ſerve, I watched his countenance, 


and ſaw by what was preparing, that 
the following ſentence would deter- 
mine the fate of the wretched Valville. 

An 
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An orphan, Sir, ſaid he, is not an al- 
liance ſuitable to the Viſcount de Val- 
ville, and from this moment I ſhall 
hope never more to hear her name 
mentioned. He inſtantly left the room. 
The Counteſs ſpoke not till I roſe 
to depart. A few moments, Sir, ſaid 


this amiable woman. As I cannot 


adminiſter comfort, my feslings will not 
allow me to be the meſſenger of ſor- 
row. The Earl's word is a law, which 
I never knew him to revoke, Could 
I believe it peſſible, on ſuch a ſubject 
I would endeavour to effect it; for I 
put not my happineſs in competition 
with that of my darling ſon's. This, 
Sir, you will take the trouble of add- 
ing to the Earl's reply. I am con- 
vinced how painful is the taſk to the 
boſom of a friend, but as a mother 
I could not have 4, 
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Here ſhe topped. Her words had 
been pronounced in ſo faint an ac- 
cent, that with difficulty could I hear 
them. Shortly after, I retired, and 
paſſed two hours in a perturbation of 


; mind never before experienced. I was 
/ aware of the impetvoſity of my friend's 
* *©temper, when he conſidered himſelf un- 
* _ juſtly treated, and for ſome time de- | 
bated with myſelf on what ſtep to i 
take. To ſoften the ſentence, was not | 
: poſſible. When he knew his fate, and | 
had nothing. further to dread, he would 
d be better able, I thought, to receive 
the gentle offices of friendſhip; and 


adopting the maxim of a writer on 
the paſſions, who has diſplayed a yery 
extenſive knowledge of the human 
heart, thought it better “ to ſink his 
hopes at once, and adminiſter conſo- 
lation afterwards, than vainly to indulge 


them, and give him a thouſand torments 
inſtead 
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inſtead of one,” Thus prepared, I en- 


tered his chamber. He rouſed, as if 
from intenſe thought, and fixing his 
eyes on mine—] read my fate, ſaid 
he. Words are unneceſſary. He ſtarted 


from his chair, ſtalked about the room 


with a horror of countenance I cannot 
deſcribe, and then flung himſclf upon 
the bed, when he ſunk into a depreſſion 
more alarming than even the tranſports 


of grief. 


In this ſtate he continued not leſs 
than an hour. At length he raiſed his 
head; and calling upon me a look 
of the moſt expreſſive gentleneſs, ſeemed 
to implore my aſſiſtance. Would that 
1 had it in my power, ſaid I, to ſoothe 
your heart with the conſolation its mif- 
fortunes require: but in the fortitude 
of a great mind, many reſources are 
to be found. Acquaint me, ſaid he 
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with every objection. I related the 
converſation as nearly as I could, and 
found the impreſſion leſs powerful than 
expected. Why deny ourlelves all 
glimmering of hope, faid I. Her birth 
1s declared noble, That aſcertained, 
ſaid he, claſping his hands together, 
and my happineſs 1s complete, This 
indeed I was alſo diſpoſed to think. 
But how, my friend, ſaid I, is this 
knowledge to be procured? We cannot 
penetrate into the ſecrets of the grave, 
No living teſtimony remains to prove 
it That every probable relief is with- 
held from us. Then, Breville, ſaid he, 
a phantom ſhall deceive me no longer. 
Hope being fled, I will endeavour to 
ſubmic to my fate. 


Again he pauſed, and ſeemed re- 
lapſing into his former depreſſion. As 
I had ſo often experienced the affec- 

tionate 
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tionate fondneſs he bore to his mother, 
to excite its ſtrongeſt emotions was now 
my attempt, by repreſenting the miſery 
which his forrows would produce in a 
mind ſo attached as her'ss I dwelt 
upon this ſubject with much earneſt- 
neſs. He was ſoftened, and ſeveral 
times made an effort to ſpeak ; but 
as I was anxious to remove, if poſſi- 
ble, thoſe impreſſions which his father's 
unkindneſs had occaſioned, I interrupted 
him by continuing Tour obligations 
to him, my friend, are not leſs. This 
is the firit inſtance wherein he oppoſed 
your w.ſhes. By ten thouſand acts of 
, tenderneſs, (independent of thoſe duties, 
which as a parent he ſo faithfully has 
diſcharged) are you indebted to him, 
And what a recompence 1s this? Can 
one ſingle act deſtroy the remembrance 
of ſo many good deeds? Impoſſible, 
my Valville. . Reaſon will tell you that 
as ſubmiſ⸗ 


ee 


1 
” x 
* 
5 * 
# 
13 
2 + 
®. *% 
* 
1 
: 
«Ky 
9 
. 
1 
+ P 
SE 
vo 
3 
S: 
> 
. * 
2 
7 
= 


6.5 ace th . ot tn alt 


- 


— EY I 1 


3 


. eee * 


7 — 


8 


SEMPRONIA. 67 


ſubmiſſion is an indiſpenſible duty; and 
convince me you have the fortitude 
to exert it. 


His honeſt heart glowed with the 
warmeſt ſenſations of filial gratitude, 
He preſſed my hand, and with great 
earneſtneſs ſaid—Colt what it may, your 


friendſhip 1 will deſerve: but as I cane 


not now meet my father with that 
compoſure I wiſh, nor be witneſs to 
the affliction of a mother, my ſorrows 
would but encreaſe. Allow me, for a 
ſhort time, to become your gueſt ; and 
after that, you ſhall reitore me to their 
preſence, ſuch as 1 ought to appear. 
This 1 aſſured him was the propoſal 
J was going to make. Nothing re— 
mains then but to acquaint them with 
our intended departure, 


I haſtened to the faloon, where I 
found 
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found them together. My dear friends, 
ſaid I, I truſt you will now have rea- 
ſon to approve your ſon's conduct. 
His grief is very acute; too much fo 
to allow him, tor the preſent, to par- 
take of the ſociety of thoſe whom he 
ſo tenderly reveres. He has therefore 
propoſed to paſs a ſhort time with 
me. No attention on my part ſhall 
be wanting; and I have no doubt but 
that time, and his own good ſenſe, 
will enable him ro ſurmount his paſſion, 


The Earl appeared ſo deeply affected 
could not fay more; but the coun- 
tenance of the mother was not to be 
expreſſed, Of utterance ſhe was inca- 
, Þable ; and endeavouring to riſe, in 
order to leave the room, ſhe ſunk 
back in a ſwoon, Every other thought 
in ſuch a ſcene as this, had entirely 
ſubſided. The pew Earl had not the 

power 
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power of rendering that aſſiſtance his 
anxious tendernels expreſſed. As he 
attempred to approach the amiable 
ſufferer, every limb ſeemed convulſed 
with horror. He endeavoured to ſpeak ; 
but his ſpeech faultered ; ſome vital 
ſparks yet remained, though nearly 
ſpent; but the lifeleſs ſtate of the 
wretched mother ſo long continued, 
that | began to thin her eyes were 
cloſed for ever. The general alarm 
ſhortly reached the unhappy Valville, 
He inſtantly flew to her aſſiſtance; 
but the conflict of his ſpirits was fo 
great, that he was ſcarcely ſenſible of 
what he ſaw. 


By flow degrees the Counteſs re-, 


vived: but unexpectedly beholding her 
ſon, who was ſupporting her in his 
arms, ſhe gave a deep groan, and re- 
lapſed into the ſame inſenſihility. In 
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this ſtate ſhe remained near an hour, 
The agonies of death could not be 
more violent than the excruciating 
torments nich Valville endured, The 
Earl was no leſs deſerving our con- 
cern, Nature ſeemed at length to make 
ſome feeble efforts; but the ſtruggles 
it had ſo long «experienced, nearly de- 
feated its powers, With difficulty ſhe 
was conveyed to her chamber, The 
phyſician ſhortly arrived. He aſſured 
us there was no danger, but deſired 
that the patient might be kept per- 
fectly quiet. 


Valville left not her bed ſide during 
that night, and the opium which had 
been given produced a gentle fleep. 
I remained with the Earl. About two 
in the morning, hearing ſome foot- 
ſteps approaching the door, I role to 
enquire how the Countels -continued. 
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She was ſtill aſleep. About ſeven, Val- 
ville came into the room, and making 
me a ſignal with his hand, I roſe from 
the chair, My mother wiſhes to ſee 
you, ſaid he. I left him with his fa- 
ther, and haſtened to the chamber. 
She endeavoured to ſpeak, but could 
not. We remained ſilent for ſome 
time; when taking a draught which 
was brought her, ſhe began to recover 
her ſpirits, 


My friend, ſaid ſhe, I muſt thank 
you for all that ſolicitude and tender- 
neſs which your feeling heart has ex- 
preſſed for my ſon. Theſe painful 
ſervices are never to be repaid. Your 
eloquence, added ſhe, with a ſmile, 
(while the tear ſtole ſilently down her 
cheek) was too powerful for a female 
auditor, You did the ſubject that juſ- 


tice to which you conſidered it entitled. 
But 
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But I requeſted this viſit, in order to 
tell you that my Valville's preſence 
is neceſſary in order to alleviate his 
father's ſufferings, and to enable him 
to riſe above his preſent diſtreſs. It 
is more acute than you apprehend, or 
poſſibly than he wiſhes you to ſuſpect. 
Though your propoſal came not wholly 
unexpected, his mind was not pre- 
pared to receive it, He tenderly loves 
his ſon; and to part from him under 
impreſſions ſuch as theſe, would afflict 
too deeply, The prejudices he may 
have expreſſed, are ſooner removed than 
ſuch as .are founded on perſonal de- 
merit. Let us have confidence, and 
rely wholly on him. 


The laſt ſentence of this excellent 
woman, is a favourable omen at leaſt 
and from the affection which ſubſiſts 
between this worthy pair, there may 

be 


- 
= Y 
4 
> 
= 
$4 
# 
15 
. 
5 
1 
13 
8 
4 2 
> 
Mz 
"ih 
* 
y 
4 
4 


V r  o_ R Xx 


$EMPRONIA, 74 


* be hope. But the ruling paſſion is 
not to be ſubdued. Relative dutics 
> and obligations being but a ſubſequent 
tie, have ſeldom been found of ſtrength 
* ſufficient to counteract an original bias. 
Pride has ſuch a deſpotic influence, 
and is ſo fortified within itſelf, that it 
never was known to be brought under 
thoſe regulations to which other diſ- a 
poſitions yield. As my preſence may | 
poſſibly be of ſome uſe, 1 ſhall not 

1 think of leaving Harville as yet. 


To relate a converſation in which 
the writer has been a party in queſ- 
tion, is to me a moſt unpleaſant cir- 
cumſtance. But how to avoid it one 
knows not, as in that caſe one muſt 
entirely do away the ſentiments of one's 
friends. 


DE BREVILLE. 


Vor. II. 4 E LE T- 
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LETTER XV. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE. 


SYMPATHY is the moſt wretched 
_ ſenſation that the heart can experience. 
Preſent ſorrows, it will not heal; and 
abſence but encreaſes its torments. 
Stoiciſm is the only principle I know 
worthy a rational ſoul, Alas! my poor 
Sempronia. All my fears are now 
confirmed. The effect is too viſible. 
Yes, my Breville, the reſtleſs fiend has 
infuſed its baneful ſpirit into the ſleep- 
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ing ear of virgin innocence. , I ſee, 
but obſerved not, nor knew, till your 
laſt letter arrived, how to act. The 
melancholy ſituation of your friends 
touch me to the heart. The Counteſs 
is indeed a moſt charming woman, and 
deſerving our higheſt and tendereſt 
commiſcration. But Valville's is a hope- 
leſs ſtate; for never will his father 
conſent. Where are thoſe virtues you 
talk of, or the affection to which he 
pretends? Parental authority has its 


limits, and is as wilely reſtrained as 


other human laws; but he tramples 
on its very inftitution, by a tyranny at 
which nature revolts. Is the 1dle gra- 
tification of pride to be put in com- 


petition with the happineſs of his 


child? Had the object he deſpiſes 
been wanting in thoſe virtues his fon 
poſſeſſes, or not ſuch as to have en- 
titled her to reſpect, the diſparity 
L23 might 
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might have warranted his indignation, 
and I ſhould have been the firſt to 
have thought his conſent a diſgrace, 
But Sempronia is deſerving not only 
the love of an amiable character, but 
its higheſt efteem; and a ſoul juſtly ſen- 
ſible to her merits could alone be en- 
titled to their poſſeſſion. Lord Haruille 
is honoured by ſuch a ſon; and would, 
in my opinion, have added greatly to 
that importance he ſo much values, by 
uniting to it a woman of Sempro- 
nia's deſerts. I ſhall be impatient for 
a better account of Lady Harville and 
your friend, and remember me to them 
molt affectionately. Adieu. 


DE GRAVELINI. 
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rn. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINEB 


Tur Counteſs has this day left 
her chamber; but nature has reccived 
a heavy ſhock, Her looks are ſerene, 
but her mind ſtill bleeding from the 


wounds it has received, Your ſenti- 


ments of the Earl, from what I have 
ſince experienced, accord with my own, 
The ſudden attack upon this amiable 


woman, excited thoſe attentions which I 


aſcribed to a better principle: for 
E 3 though 
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though neither the cauſe nor the effect 
are removed, that intermediate ſtate 
which the mind feels betwixt deſpair 
and hope, produces a tranſient calm- 
neſs, which is too often miſtaken for 
real eaſe. The Earl has reconciled this 
idea to his own wiſhes, and, ſtrange per- 
verſeneſs ! is more obdurate than ever. 


The honeſt Yalville could not repreſs 


his warmeſt congratulations, on ſeeing 
his father ſo ſpeedily recover; and a ray 
of gladneſs beamed from his tender eye 
on the pleaſure he expreſſed in his preſent 
ſociety. But this had little influence, I 
cannot flatter myſelf, ſaid the Earl, we 
are met never to part, Your family has 
further claims; and to your noble anceſ- 
try much is due. The ties of blood muſt 


therefore yield to thoſe, which will poſ- 


ſeſs, 1 truſt, far more endearing charms, 
But a young heart requires a more pow- 


erful 
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erful ſhield than Cupid's bow, to guard it 
from thoſe dangers to which an indiſcreet 
raſhneſs would expoſe A Senſibility, when 
too premature, is tne ſource of every 
evil. Its ſymptoms are too often miſun- 
derſtood; and truſting to ſuch a viſion- 
ary guide, we wander from the paths of 
truth and honour. Conſcious dignity 
will never degrade itſelf, nor confound 
thoſe diſtinctions which conſtitute real 
worth, Every ſtation has its peculiar 
duties; and what would be integrity in 
the one, would be perfidy in another, 
The experience of wiſdom, is the beſt 
ſecurity for innocence, and the only pro- 
tector againſt imprudence and error; and 
happy are thoſe Who have a Mentor for 
their guide. The ſimplicity of Eucharis 
was more fatal than the wiles of Calypſo. 
Fenelon was a great man: he knew the 
human heart, and his maxims deſerve to 
be recorded in heaven; and, Wa rule for 


E 4 the 
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the conduct of a Prince, is applicable to 
every exalted ſtation. 


He continued in this ſtrain for ſome 
time. Valville's eyes were rivetted to 
che ground. But we need not be indebted 
to fable, ſaid he, for inſtances of heroiſm 
and virtue. Read the ancients, and ſee 
what ſacrifices they made to preſerve in- 
violate the rights of birth and anceſtry, 
Did Cyrus degrade himſelf by an unwor- 
thy choice? Did Cæſar or Auguſtus 
conſult but the paſſions in the alliances 
they formed? Come to modern times: 
did not Henry the Fourth of noble me- 
mory, with whom we claim ſome tie of 
conſanguinity, (though I believe in a 
collateral branch,) unite himſelf with 
her his national intereſt demanded? Did 
Louis accede to the propoſals of Maza- 
rine's niece, beautiful and amiable as ſhe 
was? No: What was the anſwer which 

| | Anne 
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Anne of Auſtria made to the artful Mi- 
niſter.—“ Si le Roi ẽtoit capable de cette 
indignité, je me mettrois avec mon ſecond 
fils d la tite de toute la nation.” They 
ſullied not the ſpotleſs purity of royal 
blood, by tranſmitting ignominy to their 
poſterity. 


Here he pauſed, in order that theſe 
thundering ſounds might produce aw- 
ful conviction, Moſt certainly, my 
Lord, ſaid I, your reading has fur- 
niſhed us with many hiſtorical facts; 
but allow me to aſk, if among thoſe 
you have ſo accurately ſtated, would 
ſucceſs juſtify the example? Was haps» 
pineſs the conſequence of theſe united 
confederacies? Did Cyrus tranſmit his 
virtues to his ſon, or did he conſider 
his education as an object of his at- 
tention? That temperance which you 
ſo much extol, was corrupted by the 
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luxury and vice which this very al- 
liance introduced; nor, to the beſt of 
my recollection, was poſterity ennobled 
by the advantages it conferred. Henry 
married a woman his heart muſt have 
deſpiſed: and Lewis exhibits but a mi- 
ſerable example of conjugal fidelity. 
If he ever experienced that happineſs 
which is ſurely the object of every 
noble mind, he was indebted for it 
to the virtues of Maintenon; nor has 


that alliance been conſidered but as an 
honour to his memory, 


I turned my eyes to Valville, and 
ſaw his countenance pale and dejefted 
but the Earl, regardleſs of every other 
than his preſent object, heeded him 


not. There is not only prudence, but 


Juſtice, Sir, ſaid he, in the alliances 
have mentioned. We are not born 
for ourſelves only, our country has 

many 
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many claims; and zeal and fidelity are beſt 
preſerved by public conduct, and the in- 
fluence and example of private virtue. 
How ſhall we diſcharge our duty to ano- 
ther when we forget what is due to our- 
ſelves ? The breach of filial obligations 1s 
the firſt ſtep to every other irregularity. 
When the laws of nature are infringed 
what other can be ſuppoſed to bind 
us? As they are the ſtrongeſt which 
prevail, the efforts muſt be great in- 
deed to diſſolve them, and depravity 
mult long have warped that heart 
which ſhould dare to make the dan- 
gerous attempt. If the pallions were 
to be the only rule of conduct, the 
diſtinction of wiſdom and folly would 
be no more, and reaſon an empty 
ſound. Confidence and integrity you are 
to know are the only bonds of union, 
They alone give force to thoſe regulations 
which judgment and opinion have eſta- 
blſhed. They alone can ſecure the 

rights 
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rights of others, and prevent thoſe 
abuſes to which they would otherwiſe 
be expoſed. Are we to fly openly in 
defiance of juſtice to gratify the im- 
_ Pulſe of the moment? Reflect on the 
conſequences; and if the duties of life 
are a yoke too heavy to ſupporr, be= 
lieve me the pleaſures of it will be 
too feeble to afford that conſolation 
for which you ſeem to contend. Far 
be it from me, my Lord, replied I, 
to claim an exemption from any one 
duty which Providence has ordained. 
hope I have, and ever ſhall, reſpect 
the wiſdom and juſtice of his decrees. 


But as the paſſions were implanted 


originally by that hand, I muſt infer 
they were given us for worthy pur- 
poles, To reſtrain them is the duty 
expected from us; but to attempt be- 
yond that, would, in my opinion, be a 
crime; for by whatever means we pre- 
vent a laudable action, whether by 
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perſuaſion or authority, we exert a 
power deſtructive not only to morality 
but religion. You are a young man, 
ſaid the Earl. Time will correct your 
errors; and by your leave we will here 
cloſe the converſation. 


His opinions, my dear Honoria, are 

1 SO . 
rooted to the ſoil; „that to extirpate 
them is impoſſible, Having an im- 
mediate opportunity of ſending this 
packet, I muſt abruptly bid you adieu. 


DE BREVILLE, 
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LETTER XVIL 


COLONEL HARCOURT 
T 0 


LADY JULIA BELMONT 


Berieve me, Madam, I obeyed 
but commands; that a voluntary res 
treat cannot be imputed to me. A 
ſoldier is too tenacious of his honour 
to deſert his poſt. it was your own 
ſignal for the guard to be relieved; 
Could I diſobey orders given by ſuch 
an authority? Impoſſible, Madam; 
chough till that moment I knew not 
that you had allowed me ſo flattering 

a diſtinction. 
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a diſtinction. Merits ſuch as your 
Ladyſhip's can never be ſo worthily 
protected as by their own ſhield, I 
did myſelf the honour of attending 
you to Belmont, from whence I meant 
immediately to have returned, Your 
polite invitation of ſpending a few 
days at the caſtle I could not poſſibly 
decline, though apprehenſive that my 
reſidence might infringe upon your re- 
tirement. To prevent ſuch a thought 
you appointed me to ſuperintend the 
fortifications, As the experience I had 
in works of that kind induced me to 
hope I might be of ſervice, I felt an 
additional pleaſure in being able to 
give the men thoſe hints which ſeemed 
to me to accord with the Colonel's de- 
ſign. The engineer came down, and 
I reſigned of courſe; but that was no 
deſertion. The poſt was no, longer 
mine, Your own remark was ſo juſt, 
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that as a pure matter- of- fact-fellow I 
ated accordingly; and truly mortified 
am I that a journey into 8 will 
prevent me from making perſonal en- 
quiries of your Ladyſhip's health and 
that of my abſent friend; having no 
doubt but you will ſhortly receive in- 
telligence of his ſafe arrival, which will 
give real ſatisfaction to, Madam, 


your moſt reſpectful, 
and obedient humble ſervant, 


J. HAR COURT, 


LE T- 
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LETTER XVIII. 


LADY JULIA BELMONT 
10 


COLONEL HANcOURT 


1 Have juſt received your letter, nor 
could omit an inſtant in aſſuring you 
that I was too ſenſible of the trouble 
you had experienced at my requeſt, to 
have made ſo tngenerous a return, 
or to have ſignified a wiſh for your 
departure when thoſe ſervices ceaſed. 
Allow me to ſay you totally miſun- 
derſtood me. A higher employ than 
inſpecting fortifications was due to 


Colonel 
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Colonel Harcourt, As I ſhall in a 
few days diſpatch a letter to Belmont, 
may I requeſt you will make the 
caſtle in your road to Sandrine. 


JULIA BELMONT, 


LETTER XIX. 


MARCHIONESS DE CRAVELIKE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


Your letter, though it but con- 
firms what I long have thought, gives 
me a thouſand diſquietudes ; and the 


ſituation 
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ſituation of my dear Sempronia does 
not tend to relieve them. Her me- 
laacholy became too viſible to juſtify 
my ſilence. I could but obſerve it; 
and ſhe was convinced I conjectured 
the cauſe, I ſpoke to her fully upon 
the ſubject as to the ſtate of her 
mind ; and though her paſſion is leſs 
ardent,” is more affectionate than even 
his. She has ſo long practiſed the 
virtues of felf-denial as to have a ſu- 
perior advantage in the preſent caſe; 
but thoſe feelings ſhe has hitherto en- 
countered, have not been of a nature 
to demand any very powerful reſtraint. 
Yet the mere habit of ſelf-controul is 
ſerviceable. In heavy afflictions it will 
lend ſome aſſiſtance; and though it 
were but a mechanical operation ra» 
ther than a mental effort, its regular 
and returning motions will produce 
repoſe, Deſire may ſlumber, when 

Hope 
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Hope is enfeebled; and as reaſon was 
never known to exert an active in- 
fluence under a firſt impreſſion, this 
peculiar diſpoſition may ftand her 
friend. Though Hope is enfeebled, it 
ſtill exiſts, and while there remains any 
proſpect of ſucceſs, diſtreſs is flexible. 
There is a mildneſs in her very na— 
ture which will moderate the extra- 
vagance of the paſſions, (ſhould ſhe 
ever ſo fully experience them) and 
keep off thoſe impetuous fallies to 
which intemperance is expoſed. From 
her delicacy I was prepared for a very 
partial confeſſion; but in matters of 
real conſequence ſhe thinks ſhe never 
can be too explicit. She acknow- 
ledged her pre-ſentiment in a manner 
which charmed me; and as ſhe is not 
apprized of the Earl's inflexible tem- 
per, (though ſhe 1s juſtly aware of an 
objeftion) ſeemed to have no doubt 
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but that time would ſurmount it. 
This is a viſionary comfort; but as 
matters now ſtand, the abſence of Val- 
ville may be excuſed under various 
pretences, for I ſaid the Earl had been 
indiſpoſed. Her idea of filial duty is 
ſo great, that this very attention, which 
in any other would diſpoſe to admira- 
tion, ſhe does not even conſider as an 
additional merit in his character. Be- 
yond the politeneſs of his manners ſhe 
gives not an opinion, but with much 
ſimplicity allows their effect. She 
concludes him amiable, as his friends 
are ſo much attached to him, but 
ſtill conſiders him as a ſort of meteor 
by which the eye may be dazzled, 
At ſome moments 1 have thought, 
had ſhe felt a real paſſion ſhe could 
not have ſpoken ſo very unreſerved, 
That he is the only object for whom 
ſhe has the leaſt preference is evident. 


Lord 
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Lord G — has paid her far more 
flattering attentions; but to him ſhe 
is extremely indifferent, and even cold. 
Her vivacity moſt commonly decides 
her approbation. This you muſt have 
obſerved, for to ſtrangers ſhe ſeldom 
ſpeaks. Hier cheerfulneſs at preſent is 
ſeldom more than momentary. I fre- 
quently find her in tears, but had ne- 
ver courage to remark them to her; 
for to the acknowledgement would ſhe 
prefix ſome idea of diſgrace. Of her 
dejection ſne does not fully know the 
effect, or even that would ſhe more 
endeavour to hide, Though ſome 
parts of this account may contradict 
others, the whole is an exact deſcrip— 
tion of her mind. When once ſhe 
knows the Earl's decided ſentiments, 
this pre-ſentiment, paſſion, or what- 
ever it now Is, will operate beyond 


her ſtrength, 
| Valville's 
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Valville's abſence I conſider as a 
fortunate circumſtance. As imagina- 
tion is the very faculty over which 
ſhe has ſo powerful an aſcendency, 
his preſence would diſarm her; for the 
affection ſhe fel: ſhe would have net- 
ther art nor ſkill to conceal. Reci- 
procal endearments is a fort of pyracy 
on the heart, and the ſecreſy with 
which the treaſure is ſeized, is flat- 
tered by the hope of concealment. 
Indeed, my dear Breville, 1 know no 
ſtate more pitiable than innocence like 
hers; and to my heart do I with that 
this unfortunate, amiable pair, had ne- 
ver ſeen each other. Acquaint me re- 
gularly how matters go on. But I be- 
gin to fear your empire is nearly ' at 
an end. Such very different ſenti— 
ments unfit you for each other's ſo— 
ciety. Your youth has a check upon 
that freedom of opinion which is the 
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charm and delight of all ſocial engage- 
ments. Had you but a ſcore of years 
more upon. your back, your arguments 
would have that additional weight, No 
one has a higher veneration for old 
age than myſelf. But tenderly as I am 
attached to this amiable pair, and zeal- 
ous in every wiſh and endeavour to 
ſerve them, I muſt acknowledge I ſhould 
feel ſome ſmall regret in the exchange 
of Paris for Neſtor, with all the advan- 
tages his wiſ em might procure. This 
you will conſider as no very diſtinguiſh- 
ing proof of my own—but even friend- 
ſhip has its limits. Adieu. 


DE GRAVELINE» 


LE T. 
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LETTER XX. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


Vane requires conſtant and pe- 
cuſiar attention to interrupt the horrors 
of reflection. At intervals he ſeems 
wholly loſt; nor can I ſay whether ſoli- 
tude or ſociety can beſt relieve him; but 
the latter impoſes that reſtraint he ſeems 
little able to bear. His ſorrows require a 
ſoothing, gentle application. Reſiſtance 
is too violent, and pity too feeble. He is 


convinced he has no hope; but remem- 
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bers it is a father who withholds it. 
Was not this the caſe, on his fortitude I 
ſhould have little reliance, It would 
make many laudable efforts, and ſtrug- 
gle as far as it was able; but nature 
would defeat it at laſt. His duty he 
feels as a principle which preſſes, which 
urges him on; and though filial love may 
animate at ſome moments, he affects not 
to give to it more than 1s its due, He 
has too good an underſtanding not to 
experience (I will not term it reſent- 
ment) but a conſcious ſenſe of his fa- 
ther's rigour, and that total vacancy 
of heart, in the converſation I gave you. 
It was improperly timed. The ſame 
ſentiments, expreſſed a week or two 
hence, would have produced a far dif- 
ferent effect. But to have overwhelmed 
him at ſuch a moment, and to have 
taken ſo unfair an advantage of the 
tenderneſs he fo recently had experienced, 

was 
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was a conduct which true affection 
muſt have prevented. This idea (though 
it would not warrant diſobedience) would 
make him feel leſs concern in commit- 
ting it; and at times I am diſpoſed to 
think that were he not entirely inde- 
pendent of his father he would purſue 
thoſe meaſures which this circumſtance 
deters. A very high ſenſe of honour 
has been from early life the rule and 
guide of his conduct. In concerns of 
importance no man can be more upright; 
and in ſuch as depend on opinion, ſcru- 
pulouſly exact, His liberality on every 
ſubject is invariable; and ſome few in- 
ſtances, which I ſhall defer till our next 
meeting, will rivet him to you for ever, 


Such is the man whom this rigid father 
ſo unkindly treats. 


As the Earl conſiders himſelf a de- 
ſcendant from the Grand Monarque, I 


F 2 infer 


7 _ » YE * = x — 
28F ©: 
0 2 


„ 
- 
* 
3 
o 
+ * 
,” 
1 * 
＋ 
* 
— 
«MM 
8 * 
« by ? 
= / 
N 
= 4. » 
* 9 
* a 
* — 
$ + | 
- 2 
= 
4 
4 
Tay 
17 
N > 
- 
*. 
of 
\ 
: ga 
\ 1 
= 7 — 
qo 
1 
[1 
I, 
_ [ 
1 
T 
A 
* 
z 
* 
[ —_ 
i 
* \ 
* 
VS 
3 
5 
17 
1 
* n 
( i 
* 
» 
. a 
4 a 
. * 
4 


3» 


En 2 
Fa" IR 


— — 


100 SEMPRONIAs 


infer that he has taken his notions of 


authority from the deſpotiſm of govern- 


ment. Hitherto he had allowed to his 
{on all that freedom which I ſhould have 
ſuppoſed conſiſtent with his own ideas 
of the perſonal rights of mankind. His 
education was conducted by the ſame 
maxims. His allowance had never been 
limitted; but he drew upon his father 
for thoſe ſums his wiſhes demanded. 
To his ſtile of living he particularly at- 
tended, It was ſumptuous, infinitely be- 
yond Valville's inclination, I cannot 
ſay it might have been beyond his taſte, 
for that is highly elegant. So far he 
acted the part of a kind father, and a 
generous man, But now that the period 
is arrived in which an impartiai conduct 
would have redounded to his eternal 
| honour, and crowned all thoſe hopes he 
had given his fon ſo many reaſons to en- 
courage, he inflicts the moſt auſtere 

; and 
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and rigorous prohibition, without a mo— 
tive to juſtuy, or a wendernels to ſooch it. 
The Cuntcls, a tenacious oblerver of 
conju.al duty, does not dare to inter- 
poſe her wiſhes, She beholus her ſon the 
victim prepared for lacrifice z and though 
maternal forrow might ſurely plead for 
a milder ſentence, obedience withholds 
her. She never will ſurvive the ſtroke, 
Prudence keeps her ſilent, even to the 
wretched Valville; but when they mer, 


every pang is encreaſed; nor has ſhe 


power to truſt her ſpeech with the com- 
mon attentions of the day. The laſt 
four was ſhe has not appeared in the ſa- 
loon ; a ceremony the Earl ſcems to ex- 
act. At table, ſhe fits, taſtes of every 
thing, but eats not. He remains not a 
ſilent ſpectator of her diſtreſs, but once 
or twice has made a very unkind remark 
on her want of cheerfulneſs. 
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You may readily conceive what a me- 
lancholy ſadneſs prevails, But were they 
left to themſelves, it would be infinitely 
more felt, Indeed I do not think it 
would be poſſible for them to remain to- 
gether, I am a fort of poſt for the Earl, 
for he rather talks a? me than o me; a 
mode of intercourſe not very uncommon 
when decorum demands notice, but re- 
ſerve keeps off all perſonal attention ; 
the moſt inſulting ſtile of manners I 
know, and very unbecoming to the per- 
ſon who aſſumes it; for by whatever 
means we attempt to hurt the feelings 
of another, we tacitly degrade our own. 
This inſtance of inhumanity is not eaſily 
pardoned, even by thoſe who do not im- 
mediately ſuffer from its effects. But I 
confine not my obſervation to the preſent 
object. It is , with us, all fair, I 
reply in the ſame indirect way, d fo 
far we are upon an equality, 

Valville 
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Valville is juſt come into my room, 
and concluded I was writing to you. He 
deſired his warm remembrance, and 
no, ſaid he, that is all. The moraing is 
fine, and I ſhail hope to prevail with him 
to take a ride immediately, fo adieu. 


DE BREVILLE, 


> # wr 2 Ind * i 


FROM THE SAMEs» 


Wars I laſt wrote, I took no no- 
tice of your account of Sempronia, tho” 
a principal object in my thoughts. My 
motive for this ſilence aroſe from ſome 

F4 alteration 
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alteration I had obſerved the laſt two 
days in Valville, He has appeared dur- 
ing that time more tranquil than I could 
have thought poſſible, or indeed con- 
ſiſtent with his firſt tranſports of ſorrow. 
Ere I mentioned this to you, I was deter- 
mined if poſſible to aſcertain the cauſe, as 
hope was as fardiſtant as ever; for whatever 
was the ſubje& of the Earl's diſcourſe, it 
commonly cloſed with a moral reflection 
on the advantages of paternal authority, 
Valville has never joined in converſa- 
tion; but fits in his father's preſence 
penſive and melancholy, and ſhortly af- 
ter dinner retires. I preſently follow 
him, and we talk or are ſilent, as he 
inclines. What he has ſaid, till within 
the time I mention, has been upon his 
father's unfortunate prejudice, and the 
rigour of his own fate, I have endea- 
voured to palliate the former, and to 
conſole his feelings upon the belt prin- 
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ciple I could. But theſe laſt two days 
he has converſed more freely, and once 
or twice made ſome oblervations upon 
the want of that natural affection to 
which he had ſo long been blind; that 
filial duty exacted but to. a certain 
point, and in ſome cafes might be wholly 
diſpenſed with, I as uſual oppoſed ſuch 
a doctrine ; but to my arguments little at- 
tention was given. I am not, ſaid he, 
to be the ſlave of a chimerical virtue at 
the expence of juſtice. Never before 
have I refuſed to comply with the obli- 
gations impoſed on me. The author of 
my being I revered as ſuch, and the 
bleſſings he had conferred, duty and ai- 
fection repaid, Theſe conſiderations 
' have not loſt their influence, But the 
rights of blood are not to extinguith 
thoſe of virtuous love, or why was fuch 
a feeling implanted in us? My con, 
ſcience will afford me this tellimony, 
F 5 that 
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that J have exerted my utmoſt efforts to 


ſubdue it; but am defeated in this and 


every other hope. But why do 1 call 


that hope which I endeavoured to de- 


ſtroy? This was my laſt ſtruggle, but 
nature has uſurped her own rights, and 
thoſe ſhe ſhall maintain. He ſaid this 
with an energy that ſtruck me. I felt 
the truth, but did not dare acknow- 
ledge it, even by the confirmation of 
my looks. I am oppreſſed with diſ- 
quietude, continued he, and famely ſub- 
mit to my wrongs. Did you but know 
what 1 ſuffer, what now burns within 
me, you would arm me with that reſo- 
lution which could alone render me wor- 
thy of exiſtence; but you are not ſenſi- 
ble to my ſufferings if you thus ſilently 
condemn me. My deareſt Valville, you 
do me an injuſtice. By every attempt 
in my pewer have I endeavoured to 
prove my friendſhip. I have exceeded 


thoſe 
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thoſe bounds: of reſpect which age de- 


mands, by preſuming on my own opinion 


in oppoſition to that of your father, I 


now infringe upon his ſociety by re- 
maining an unwelcome gueſt, I am 
ſuſpected of upholding your cauſe by an 
undue partial:ty and tenderneſs to your 
peace, What meaſures can I take to 
ſerve you but what your prudence would 
condemn ? He was ſilent for ſome mo- 
ments. Were I to advile you to fly, in 
open defiance of authority, would your 
honovr allow of ſuch a deed. No, ſaid 
he, but juſtice would. Pardon me, Val- 
ville, the would be the firit to revolt 
againſt it. But let me aſk you one quel- 


tion. How do you know that Sempro-. 


nia would admit your addreſſes? has ſhe 
given you any reaſon to warrant ſuch a 
hope? are her ſentiments diſpoled in 
your favour? or did ſhe ever appear to 
experience more pleaſure in your ſocicty 

than 


LETS 2 — — _ - 
„ avs 


* 
v 


» 5 
= 
of 
' 
7 
f 
7 
14 
1 
1 
: * 
ww 
. 
' 
_-_ 
2 
[1 
i 


| — * 
<< _— * — 
122 — 

* 141 


—— 
+ ht 


"IP 

ww - 
hw 
= -” 


w — 


= . 
l : * — 
8 LT Bl - 
- 0 » 

— 


— 


. 
e 


ES 
P 


＋ 
A I — 


— 
— 
* * 
6 
- 
— 


3 


— 


— — 


. — —— Com” * — en 


— 4 - 
— ——ä— — OS — 
EDI - - — 
— os. too wee 
1 — — 


Ld 


108 $SEMPRONIA. 


than in thac of any other? You are 
encouraging a paſſion which even the ob- 
ject itſelf might not countenance, and 
yet ou 


What reaſon, ſaid he, with ſteadineſs, 
have I to infer that all my attentions to 
her have been ceſpiſed? I was withheld 
from her preſence, In the laſt fatal viſit 
ſhe made here, J was, by prohibition, re- 
{trained even from looking at her. Re- 
pect to the perſon who impoſed it, told 
me I muſt yield; and at this very mo- 
ment ſhe may be devoting her heart to 
another. He preſſed his forehead with 
violence, and flew into ſuch a tranſport, 
that for ſome moments I really thought 
him in a high delirium. But this agony 
of grief ſoon ſubſided, and he endea- 
voured to compoſe himſelf. He then 
claſped me to his boſom, and aſſured me 
with much gentleneſs that he would be 

directed 
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directed by my advice. As he was greatly 
exhauſted, I prevailed upon him to go 
to bed; and told him I had letters to 
write, and would remain in his chamber; 
but that in the morning we would talk 
over the buſineſs more ſeriouſly. He 
ſhortly fell into a ſleep, but too much 
agitated for refreſhment. He pronounced 
the name of Sempronia ſeveral times, 
when I as often en pe dted he would have 
ſprung from the bed. 


If, on waking, I find him in the ſtate I 
could wiſh, I will hear what he has to 
propaſe. The conſolation he had felt 1 
attributed to the idea of a ſecret marriage. 
His father's ſeverity has much alienated 
his affection, With the very ſame ſenti- 
ments, gently ,adminiſtered, I folemaly 
belicve “π⏑Hmĩ ould have prevailed ; 
but now, convinced his diſtreſs is without 
ſuccour, it is, as Shakeſpeare has ſaid, | 
9 chink, 
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think, in his play of King John, ſpeak- 
ing of the grief of Conſtance “ Fearleſs 
and ſtubborn; careleſs to pleaſe where 
nothing can be gained, and fearleſs to of- 
fend, where there is nothing further to 
be dreaded;” and ſuch is the preſent fitu- 
ation of our unfortunate friend, 


I ſhall be truly diſappointed if the poſt 
Fails in your letter, Harcourt, I ſaw a 
few days before I came here. He was 
preparing for his long journey, and pro- 
poſed making you a vilit en paſſant. 
Remember me moſt kindly to Lady Hor- 


tenſia and my innocent Semprona ; and 
at length adieu. 


DE BREVILLE. 


L E T- 
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LETTER XXII. 


LADY JULIA BELMONT 
TO THE 


COUNT DEQBREVILLE, 


SIR, 


1 Received your letter, which ſurpriſed 
me much; as I ſhould have ſuppoſed, 
from the friendſhip you had ever done me 
the honour to expreſs for my happineſs, 
that at a time when that happineſs was 
wholly at ſtake, you would have inte- 
reſted yourſelf by a perſonal enquiry, My 
letter contained a requeſt to that pur- 
poſe. But from your abſence I mult 
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conclude you had not leiſure to comply 
with it. In future 1 ſhall diſpenſe you 
from thoſe viſits, which might infringe 
upon more valuable engagements. Lady 
Julia Pierrepont will ever be remembered 
under her preſent alliance ; and if the 
honours due to that name cannot (till 
entitle her to their attention, ſhe is too 
tenacious of their dictinction to acknow- 
ledge them to any other. 


J. BELMONT. 


LET. 
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LETTER XXII. 1 
17 
1 
COUNT DE BREVILLE, PL 
70 
LADY JULIA BELMONT, = 
MADAM, 
Fs OM the time in which I was ho- 
, noured with your former letter, to the 
; preſent moment, I have been molt un- 
: fortunately prevented from paying you 
] my reſpects. Upon the receipt of your 
: letter, I was on the road home, from a 
. viſit to my father, whoſe illneſs had given 


me the moſt alarming apprehenſions for 


his 
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his ſafety. Under this circumſtance, I 
commiſſioned my friend Colonel Har- 
court to make my excuſes to your Lady- 
ſhip, confident of his zeal and prudence 
in removing ſome difficulties, which I 
was concerned much ro find, by your 
letter, you had any cauſe to apprehend : 
and indeed I felt it as no {mall conſolation 
that his preſence ſo happily occurred, 
as I believe him as ſincerely the friend of 
Colonel and Lady Julia Belmont as my- 
ſelf. 


The honours due to your rank, I muſt 
flatter myſelf, madam, were never for- 
gotten by me. Your merits give you, 
molt certainly, every claim; but indebted 
as I am for my eſtimation of them to the 
introduction of Colonel Belmont, my 
friendſhip to Lady Julia muſt ever be 
united to that name. My engagements 
being thoſe of buſineſs, entirely engroſs 

my 
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my time, that I have not had it in my 
power to make one vilit to Saint Claire 
theſe five weeks; which laſt circumſtance 
will convince you, I am perſuaded, that 
to voluntary inattention I cannot plead 
guilty, 
I have the honour to be, 
MADAM, 
your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


DE BREVILLI. 


LET. 
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LETTER: XXIV. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


Uron Valville's firſt riſing, he ap- 
peared much dejected, but by degrees re- 
vived, and his ſpirits at preſent are per- 
fectly compoſed, In the firſt inſtance, I 
put to him my intended queſtion: to 
which he replied—that he had formed a 
ſcheme, which he thought moſt likely to 
anſwer our purpoſe; this was, an imme- 
diate application to Alphonſo, and from 
thence to make particular enquiries at the 

| former 
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former reſidence, where there was a pro- 
bable chance of receiving ſome informa- 
tion relative to Sempronia's birth. That 
the latter was the only place where ſuch 
knowledge could be obtained; that tho” 
ſo many years had elapſed, ſomething 
might be learnt; that at preſent we were 
wholly in darkneſs, and wanted courage 
to grope out; that while a gleam of hope 
remained, we ought not voluntarily to 
fly from it; that ſuch a journey would 
take but a few days, and that abſence was 
abſolutely neceſſary ; that his mother's 
affliction, and his father's rigor, was a 
conflict he hourly experienced, with the 
additional weight of his own perſonal ſor- 
rows; that to revolt againſt the author of 
his being, would deſtroy his peace for 
ever; and that to ſubmit to unjult tyranny, 
juſtice and honour forbad. That he had 
many motives for wiſhing to prolong lite, 
but that he ſolemnly believed that under 

his 
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his preſent ſtate of mind he could not 
ſupport it; that to be reconciled to ſo 
Hard a fate would never be in his power; 
that his troubles depended not on time 
for relief, which would but encreaſe their 
duration; many ſorrows died of them- 
ſclves, bur that his would be kept alive 
by various cauſes. A ſenſe of injury, he 
could nct overcome; affection, he could 
not repreſs; that a fiill more powerful 
pleader demanded, what depended not 
on him to withhold. What to the will of 
Providence he ſhould patiently ſubmit. 
Let us then, my friend, purſue the mea- 
ſures | have pointed out. Succeſs may 
favour us, and diſappointment would not, 
in my affliction, be felt. 


I thought his ſcheme ſo rational, that 
I inſtantly complied. But to conceal the 
motive of the journey was the point to be 
conſidered. Suppole, ſaid he, I commu- 


nicate 
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nicate the whole to my mother? Any 
idea that would alleviate me, would give 
her comfort; — it will break the 
aweful ſilence which now prevails, and 
produce at leaſt a temporary eaſe, This 
point agreed, he became ſomewhat cheer- 
ful. Another circumſtance allo contri- 
buted to our aſſiſtance: this was, the 
Earl's abſence, Oa the morrow he was 
to leave us. I moſt gladly ſaw him de- 
part; and believe the poor Counteſs did 
not feel leſs relief, Valville {| ent ſome 
hours with this charming woman; and, 
as ſhe told me ſince, that delightful in- 
tercourſe was as the renewal of exiſtence: 
that is, continued ſhe, but an imaginary 
idea, but I cannot expreſs it by any ſen- 
ſation I ever betore experienced, Val- 
ville left the room ; and ſhe entered with 
me fully upon the ſubject; aſſured me 
of her hearty concurrence in this alliance, 
if the Earl gave his conſent; that he had 
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no objection to the lovely object, but on 
the contrary allowed her merit, and has 
with pleaſure repeated that if her birth 
could be but proved, he would inſtantly 
yield, and preſent her himſelf to his ſon. 


This, continued ſhe, is a material point 
gained. But my advice, as to the jour- 
ney, 1 hope you will admit. Valville's 
abſence might diſpleaſe: and as your 
friendſhip would readily diſcharge this 
confidential truſt, we ſhould be much 
happier in acknowledging it to that mo- 


tive. On Valville's return, ſhe repeated 


the ſame; recommended his being parti- 
cularly attentive to his father; and en- 
deavoured, amiable woman ! to place his 
conduct in the moit favourable light. 
She then informed us of the lady whom 
the Earl had in view for his ſon—the only 
daughter of the Duke de Grandine. Her 
fortune was ſmall; but that in perſon, 
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talents, education, and manners, ſhe could 
not loſe in the compariſon with Sempro— 
nia. Though birth, continued ſhe, may 
be an oſtenſible advantage, in competition 
with merit, I mult alſo confirm the Earl's 
wiſhes on that point. Sempronia is the 
woman in whom it could be beſt diſ- 
penfed with, But it is very improbable 
that the aſſertion would have been made, 
unleſs there was a reaſon to warrant it. 
Theſe two days were ſpent in the utmoſt 
harmony. Valville was a new man; the 
Counteſs reſumed her cheerfulneſs; and 
as the abſence of the Earl was a concerted 
meaſure, (in order to give opportunity 
for an explanation) his return was more 
ardently wiſhed than his departure. My 
viſit to Alphonſo was to be mentioned to 
him, and any information I could receive 
confidentially and implicitly dilcloſed, 


I muſt confeſs that I think I am going 
Vol. II. 2 upon 
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upon a fruitleſs ſearch ; but there ſeems 
ro be a half. inclined compliance, on 
which I build much ſtronger hopes. On 
my return from Alphonſo's, if I can but 
have the pleaſure of looking at you, it 


will be a moment's joy at leaſt to your 
faithful 
DE BREVILLE, 


LETTER XXV. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


I: is my ſtrict injunction that you do 
not purſue ſo very abſurd a ſcheme. The 
| diſtance 
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diſtance being more than ſeventy miles 
between Alphonſo's houſe and St. Claire. 
Haſten from thence to your half-happy 
friends, and confirm their bliſs. I would 
not wait the return of your ſervant, but 
ſhall inſtantly diſpatch this, May ſuc» 
ceſs attend you; and my beſt wiſhes will 1 
be your travelling companion. n N 
plus conſolaute, qu* un foible coup d' veil. a 
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LETTER XXVI. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


Taxmved at Alphonſo's late on 


Wedneſday evening, and found my friend 
deeply employed in ſome literary work, 
At the ſight of his old companion he 
ſprang from his ſeat, and with his uſual 
warmth of heart, embraced me with a 
tranſport very flattering to my feelings. 
I was ſoon at home; and we entered into 
a very unreſerved diſcourſe. He enquired 
after Sempronia in a manner which con- 
vinced 
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vinced me of his cure, Finding things 
fo favourably diſpoſed, I immediately in- 
formed him of the motive of my viſit 
and never ihail I forget the expreſſion of 
his countenance during the narration. 
Every benevolent and virtuous emotion 
ſce ned endeavouring as it were to convey 
the full ardour of his foul. The chaſteſt 
effuſtons of tenderneſs animated each fea- 
ture. He was no longer under the ne- 
ceſſity of ſuppreſſing an illegitimate pa 
ſion, for he felt nothing to excite its ap- 
prehenſions. The united powers of 
friendſhip and innocence had long ſub- 
verted the influence of the uſurper, and 
the great, the magnanimous Alphonſo, 
appeared betore me, 


We talked over the buſineſs with ſtea- 
dineſs; and much concerned he ſeemed 
that any obſtacle ſhould retard our hopes. 
He then informed me, that ſubſequent to 


Re my 
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my laſt viſit, he had made a journey into 
England on this very purpoſe, but could 
not obtain the ſmalleſt intelligence, If 
you ſtill are deſirous, ſaid he, to purſue 
your intention, Iwill immediately attend 
you; and no bounds ſhall ſtop my re- 
learches. I accepted his offer, and we 
ſet off the next morning. The wind fa- 
voured our paſſage, and we ſhortly reach- 
ed the Engliſh coaſt. The diſtance from 
Dover was conſiderable; but by the af- 
ſiſtance of good horſes, arrived at S—— 
by the next evening. It was toolate to get 
admittance into the Aſylum. Early in the 
morning we haſtened our viſit, and enquired 
for the book-keeper. He preſented us 
with the letters he had in his poſſeſſion, 
which were preſerved for public inſpec- 
tion. We examined them all; but to 
no purpoſe. Gentlemen, ſaid he, if you 
will condeſcend to acquaint me with the 
ſubject of your buſineſs, I poſſibly may 

be 
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be able to give it ſome information. We 
did this in part. He then replied, that 
enquiries, about two months ſince, had 
been made, in retpect to an orphan who 
had been taken by a gentleman from this. 
place, about thirteen or fourteen years. 
ago, We eagerly aſked the name, He 
could not immediately recollect it; but 
ſaid he had it upon paper, and went in 
ſearch of it. Our impatience induced us 
to follow him. It was inſtantly pro- 
duced, and we read the following words. 
—* [f the child placed in the found- 
ling ſch ol at S—— by the name of 
Sempronia, about thirteen or fourteen, 
years fince, is living, by an application 
to F. G. at the polt office in the ſame 
town, particulars may be obtained. It is 
| requeſted that the ſame may be made 
by letter. F. G. * 


What we experienced at this moment 
G 4 I muſt 
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I muſt leave you tc imagine. Alphonſo 
had not power to ſpeak, but endeavoured 
to conceal his agitation, and haſtened 
from the houſe, I told the man I ſhould 
take the paper, as our enquiries referred 
to it; and leaving him a direction, under 
which any further intelligence might be 
incloſed, &. joined my friend. He 
continued filent till we reached the inn; 
but his joy was too affecting for utter- 
ance. He inſtantly ſat down, and wrote 
as follows: 


« The information relative to Sem- 
pronia, who was removed from the 
foundling retreat in the town of So— 
fourteen years ago, will be moſt joy- 
fully received by the perſon who from 
that period has been honoured by the 
reſidence of this amiable gueſt. A faith- 
ful and implicit cor.udence may be re- 
lied on, and a full relation of every par- 
| ticular 
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ticular which F. G. ſhall require upon a 
ſubject of ſuch importance moſt accu- 
rately given by A. A. 


N. B. He is at preſent at S—— in 
anxious expectation of an immediate re- 
ply. A letter addreſſed to the above 
initials ſhall be duly acknowledged; but 
a perſonal interview more ſatisfactory.“ 


put this into the hands of the poſt 
maſter, and hatened back. Lou may 
eaſily concerve the ſituation of his mind 
during this painful ſuſpence, and the 
various conjectures as to the nature of 
the diſcovery. An illegitimate birth 
was both my fears and expectation, 
however noble her parents. Under ſuch 
circumſtances, I conſidered hope as far 
off as ever. Alphonſo was of a different 
opinion, and ſuffered all that reſtleſs 
anxicty when juſt on the point of ob- 
G5 taining 
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taining what one has long and ardently 
deſired; for he had not the ſmalleſt 
doubt of ſatisfactory intelligence, Were 
the particulars, ſaid he, ſuch as would 
diſgrace cither party, they would ſtill 
have been kept in that darkneſs to which 
they have ſo long been conſigned. This 
is a voluntary act. Parental tenderneſs 
could not have produced it, for that muſt 
long indeed have been extinguiſhed. 
There is ſurely ſome legal neceſſity which 
readers an enquiry requiſite. But it ap- 
peared to me ſo very improbable that 
any parent ſhould have expoſed its off- 
ipring, born under an honourable teſti- 
mony, to the ignominy of charitable pro- 
tection, that I could not concur in that 
idea, Was it poſſible to repreſs all feel- 
ings of affection (for to do them away is 
not in the power of man) conſcience is 
not ſo eaſily put to ſilence. Well, ſaid 
he, we mult patiently wait the event. 
| It 
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It may not be amiſs to acquaint the Mar- 
chionels with what has paſſed; the anxi- 
ety of her kindneſs demands our firſt at- 
tention; as to your other friends we 
can for the preſent ſay nothing that will 
anſwer our purpoſe, conſequently not 
theirs. But I am furry to obſerve, that 
neither the Earl nor myſelf have made 
the advancement in wiſdom we have in 
years, Prejudice 4nd folly feem to have 
ſprung at a ſeaſon which ought to have 
produced better fruits, and J fear that 
neither of us have ſtrength ſufficient to 
dig out the roots. He began to be a 
little grave; but dinner, and a bottle of 
good Port, revived the heart; and the 
remainder of the day was devoted to 
pleaſant and cheerful converſation. 


When you will receive this Ik now not; 
but long before our return can be poſſi- 


ble. God bleſs you. Adieu, adieu. 
DE BREVILLE. 
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LETTER XXVIH. 


FROM THE SAME, 


FI VE long days from the date of my 
laſt had paſſed before we received any 
anſwer. When it came, it contained 
the following words.—“ A. A. may 
depend upon every information in the 
power of the writer to communicate; 
but apprehenſive of exciting thoſe hopes 
he may not be able to confirm, feels it 
as a propriety due to the beneyolence of 
A. A. to ſignify, that although the young 
lady is noble, and her birth legitimate, 
the natne of the parents 1s unknown to 

him. 
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him. On the following day ſhould hope 
to be at S——,” This was brought ex- 
preſs. Hope now began to expand her 
joyful wings, and fanned every riſing 
expectation. The auſpicious day arrived, 
and by ſix o'clock in the evening we 
welcomed our ſacred gueſt. Refreſh- 
ments and ſo forth, he began 


The particulars of this ſtory I gained 
by an extraordinary circumſtance, My 
garb announces my profeſſion. About 
three months ago, I was lent for to ad- 
miniſter the laſt holy office to a dying 
penitent; but found her in an agitation 
of mind very untavourable to that ſtate 
into which ſhe was in momentary expec- 
tation of being ſummoned. As it was 
my duty to exhort her by every gentle 
means to relieve her conſcience from 
that weight with which it ſeemed ſo hea- 
vily oppreſſed, I repreſented the danger 

| of 
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of her ſituation as ſtrikingly as I was 
able. She continued for ſome time 
doubtful as to the neceſſity of an expli- 
cit confeſſion, conſoling herſelf with the 
reflection of many good deeds ſhe had 
performed, which would more than atone 
for one tranſgreſſion. Though to my 
heart I achnowledged this truth, yet 
thinking that ove might be or import- 
ance in the great work of ſalvation; and 
as ſhe ſeemed more hurt at the fear of a 
diſcovery, than the con/cionſneſs of the act, 
I perſevered in urging her to a full de- 
claration. Under a better ſtate of mind 
I] ſhould have taken a far different me- 
thod, as repentance, abſolves every 
crime; but this was not waſhed away ei- 
ther by ſorrow or conviction, She till 
pleaded for mental reſervation, which I 
as powerfully oppoſed. At length ſhe 
began by making a long recapitulation 
of the incidents of her life, I ſtopped 

| her, 
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her, earneſtly entreating that if ſhe had 
any reliance on the mercy 0 heaven, to 
turn her heart ſolely to that one, Which ſhe 
had but a ſhort time to expiate. The 
bodily agonies ſhe {uffered, tended to 
increaſe the diſquietude of her mind, and 
from a violent tranſport of bon bel 
preſently into a ſwoon. Indeed I thought 
it her laſt groan ; but feeble nature at 
length returned, though at firſt too much 
exhauſted for ſpeech. She took a little 


wine; and making a ſign for me to ap- 


proach, deſired the nurſe might leave 


the room, as a few moments were all 
that remained to her. 


About fourteen years ago, ſaid ſhe, 
I attended a French lady as nurſe in her 
lying in; I know not her name, but ſhe 
was beautiful and young, without a friend 
to ſooth her diſtreſs, which appeared very 
great, She was delivered of a female 


child, 
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child, and ſurvived its birth but a few 
days. As ſhe was apprehenſive ſhe 
ſhould not recover, (after kiſſing the 
dear babe as ſtrongly as ſhe was able) 
put it into my hands, urging me to take 
every care of it till J heard further, and 
with this charge, a letter directed to the 


Duke de Grandinne, which ſhe commiſ- 


ſioned me to ſend expreſs the moment 
her eyes were cloſed. No ſooner had 
the drawn her laſt breath than I took a 
ſtring from her wriſt, at which hung a 
mall key, and fearched till I found what 
this fecured. Ir was a ſmall caſket which 
contained her jewels, and notes to a very 
conſiderable amount. Theſe I ſecreted. 
The place ſhe was in was a cottage near 
Canterbury; an elderly man and woman 
its only inhabitants. In the dead of 
night I ftole off, and wrapping up the 
child as warmly as I was able, by break 


of day arrived within a mile of the town 
| | to 


137 
to my former dwelling; I lighted a fire, 
and fed the infant, As my habitation 
was remote from every other, there was 
no apprehenſion of immediate detection z 
the elderly people I came from never 
riſing till late, and it was but ten at 
night when [ eſcaped, and in the month 
of December. The babe flept quietly z, 
and during that time 1 changed my 
cloaths, and prepared to go to ſome dil- 
tant town. Ar nine o'clock I knew the 
ſtage would ſet off for London, and haſ- 
tened to Canterbury in time, 
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To the paſſengers in the coach I paſſed 
for what I really was, the nurſe. They 
aſked me ſome queſtions about my ſi- 
tuation, and to whom the infant belonged, 
thought they appeared to ſuſpect me; 
but poſſibly it was conſcience whichtrem- 
bled within me. It was late, and very 
obſcure when we reached Dartford. 
As ſoon as freſh horſes were put to, they 

drove 
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drove off, but here I alighted; and as 
foon as they were gone, and J had fed the 
babe, the chaiſe I had ordered being 
ready, we got in, and arrived ſoon in 
town, Here I ſlept for an hour, and 
then proceeded on the journey 1 had 
propoſed. As 1 had lived in families 
in various capacities, and had travelled 
with ſome over different parts of Eng- 
land, the aſylum at S—— ] determined 
on,( having frequently 1 it, -/ 
s the place in which I ſhould depoſit 
the babe. At four in the morning I had 
ordered a freſh chaiſe, and we ſet off 
for that county. In two days we came 


to the deſtined ſpot. In great agitation 


I reached the door, turned from it ſeve- 
ral times, but knew nog hgw to go fur- 
ther. The 1 deed 1 had 
committed ſtruck me then for the firſt 
moment. I was unprepared for enquiry, 
and it was not likely that the child would 
de admitted upon the authority of a 
ſtranger, 


he, 


&-% 
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ſtranger, and that, a poor woman; for 
though my appearance was ereditable, it 
carried no weight. I wandered back- 
wards and forwards for ſome time. At 
lengtha man of a very mild counte- 
nance came up to me and enquired my 
buſineſs, I fell into tears, which he miſ- 
took for tenderneſs to the infant. He 
endeavoured to comfort me, and bid me 
go in, I followed him, every limb quak- 
ing with horror. He gave me refreſh- 
ment, which I had not power to get 
down. But recovering ſome compoſure, 
aſſured him I was not the mother of the 


babe, but had orders to bring it to this 


aſylum, not as an object of charity, but 


care and ſecreſy. The matron he then 


called, to whom 1 expreſſed the ſame, 
which I had hot thought of till I got 
into the houſe, On thoſe terms ſhe de- 
fired it might be admitted, without 
further enquiry, as it became a private 
charge. Scmpronia, I ſaid, was the 

| name, 
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name, for it had been baptized the day 
after its birth. In the gladneſs of my 
heart I took out two bank notes of ten 
pounds each, and gave them to her, 
adding that in proportion to the diicharge 
of this truſt, ſhe would be rewarded ; and 
that in ſix weeks ſhe would hear from 


me again, I eagerly kiſſed the babe and 
left it, 


The horror of my mind was ſuch that 

I at firſt reſolved upon ſending a regu- 
lar ſum from what I had left, and the 
ſale of the jewels, for the ſupport of the 
child; but reflecting afterwards that by 
keeping up any intercourſe with this wo- 
man 1 might ſubje&t myſelf to a diſco- 
very, was thus withheld from doing the 
infant the only one juſt deed I had Win 
my power. Wretched as I hourly was, 
I determined in a few days upon going 
into this country, went to Portſmouth, 
and ſailed for Havre with the firlt packet. 
In 
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In the ſpace of ſome months I came 
o Amiens, where I have ſince lived. 
But the caſket I dropped. I had pinned 
it up in a cloth, which I thought I had 
faſtened to my coat, when on getting 
out of the packet, it fell into the fea, and 
was loſt to me for ever. In hopes of an 
abſolution from this dreadful deed, I 


exchanged my religion for yours, but 
never had I the courage to make it known, 


She then put the letter into my hand, 
addreſſed to the Duke de Grandinne at 
the chateau de Vendome near Dijon, and 
in a few moments afterwards expired. I 
haſtened from Amiens into the Province 
of Burgundy, and enquired for Ven— 
dome, where I ſhortly arrived, The 
Duke was dead, but to his widow I was 
admitted; She retired to read the let- 
ter as I concluded; and on her return 
how was her countenance changed! 
Deſpair ſeemed to rage in every feature. 


She 
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She endeavoured to check her emotion, 
and begged me to excuſe her abſence 
for that evening; but that on the mor- 
row ſhould hope to receive the ſad in- 
formation this diſcovery muſt contain. 
In the morning I related as ſuccinctly, 
but briefly as poſſible, the mournful tale. 
What a ſcene was this! Nature died al- 
moſt within me. A venerable female, 
who muſt long have paſſed her ſeventieth 
year, bending under a weight. of bodily 
anfirmities, with a mind tortured with a 
never ceaſing ſorrow, which religion, ſhe 


ſaid, , cord Vogt one moment ſooth, ==} /- 


hope adwiniticr a tear. To feel myſelf 
the wretched cauſe of adding grief to 
grief, and preſſing upon thoſe wounds 
whoſe anguiſh was ſtill fo acute, without 
one ſingle conſolation to offer, was a re- 
fleftion J knew not how to bear. Too 
much thankfulneſs ſhe expreſſed for the 
ſervice J had rendered to the relations of 
the deceaſed ; but ſeemed apprehenſive 

of 
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of my ſuſpicions as to the affinity of their 
alliance, obſerved ſhe had been related 
to her, that an immediate enquiry muſt 
be made, and a faithful perſon entruſted 
with the important commiſſion , that the 
offspring of that lady was noble; and if, 
faid ſhe, but then pauſed. Though 
curioſity had little ſhare in the informa- 
tion I was fo ceſirous to obtain, yet the 
ſtory carried with it ſome extraordinary 
circumſtances, that I could not remain 
ſatisfied by an indirect account; and 
that however diſtreſſing ſuch a recital 
would be, I thought it but a juſtice due 
both to the living and the dead. The 
ſecreſy with which ſhe was ſo anxious that 
enquiry might be made, was in the firſt 
inftance proper. The diſcovery ſhe could 
but feel as humiliating. But to ſoften 
this as much as poſſible, I ſolicited her, 
with earneſtneſs, to allow me to take the 
beſt methods I could, that fome teſtimony 


might be required to prove the juſtice of 


wy 
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my demand; and that whatever ſhe 
thought proper to confide with me ſhould 
not be produced unleſs abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary. 


She was embarraſſed; and aſſured me 
ſhe had it not in her power to certify a 
birth, of which, till my arrival, ſhe had 
never been apprized. That the letter I 
had delivered to her, on opening the co- 
ver, contained a packet addreſſed to an 
abſent perſon. That this was a precau- 
tion, ſhe imagined, the deceaſed thought 
requiſite; and as ſuch, her memory was 
too dear—again ſhe pauled—to penetrate 
into a ſecret which ſhe wiſhed to depoſit 
in the breaſt of another, I then aſked if 
the would allow me to be the meſſenger 
of it. This ſhe declined, with much po- 


liteneſs, as ſhe could give me no intelli- 


gence for the purſuit ; that when ſhe laſt 
heard, the party was at Conſtantinople, 


but propoſed leaving that place in a few 


days 
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days, and to viſit the different parts of 
the interior provinces on his return; that 
his letters were written but on the eve of 
his departure from his then preſent abode, 
and that from infirmities, ſhe was deprived 
even of holding her pen; that to entruſt 
this packet to the hands of another, was 
a prohibition ſhe muſt faithfully obſerve; 
that in two or three months, there was no 
doubt of his return, as buſineſs would at 
that period require his preſence at Dyon, 
and that it was ſix weeks ſince his laſt let- 
ter. But Sir, ſaid ſhe, the point imme- 
diately in queſtion, is an enquiry at the 
Aſylum; for till we can aſcertain the ex- 
iſtence of the child no ſtep can be taken. 
My propoſals for this ſhe accepted, and 
the following day I took my departure. 
Not being able to accompliſh my wiſhes, 
J gave the buſineſs over for loſt, The 
Natron had left the houſe for many years; 
and there remained no one perſon who 
was preſent at the time the infant was 

Vol. II. H placed 
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placed there, I minutely examined all 
letters and papers that were left for pub- 
lic enquiry, but not one gave any inſight 
into the ſubject; I therefore returned to 
Vendome for further directions. My 
wiſh was to ſet off inſtantly in ſearch of 
the perſon, to whom the letter was ad- 
dreſſed ; W as 1 conjectured by this 
time who it was, there could be no doubt 
of his being readily heard of; leaving 
the name of Scmpronia, and a fictitious 
addreſs to mylelf, with the book-keeper, 
and enjoining him to be very attentive to 
every future enquiry; alſo the poſt-maſter 
in tranſmitting any ſuch letter to Amiens. 


Here Alphonſo interrupted his narra- 
tive, to inform him, that about a fort- 
night previous to the time he mentioned, 


he went to England upon the ſame occa- 


ſion, purſued the ſame meaſures, the 
book-keeper being then abſent, but 
thought not of leaving the name —an 
omiſſion 


SEMPRONIA, 147 


omiſſion he much regretted, Arriving 
at Vendome, continued he, ſtill the meſ- 
ſenger of woe, we conſulted together 
upon the plan we were to adopt; but as 
I could not prevail upon this cautious re- 
lation to entruſt me with the letter, nor 
even to givethe name of the abſent friend, 
(a ſcrupulous ſenſe of honour counteract- 
ing all my wiſhes) 1 felt my ſervices no 
longer of uſe, and ſet off the next morn- 
ing for Amiens. The receipt of your 
letter has procured me, Sir, the honour 
of this introduction, 


There is one circumſtance, obſerved 
Alphonſo, your note mentioned, the nar- 
rative has not expreſſed, and which is of 
material importance to our hopes—the 
legitimacy of Sempronia's birth. The 
Ducheſs, replied the ſtranger, repeated 
the words ſecret marriage, twice, though 
ſhe aſſured me the name of the father was 
unknown to her. 


H 2 My 
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My friend expreſſed the moſt grateful 
acknowledgments for the humane office 
he ſo punctually had performed, and re- 
queſted him to accompany us ig our re- 
turn to his hermitage: * 43 we had 
nothing further to detain us in England, 
af agreeable to him would take our de- 
parture on the following morning. To 
theſe propoſals he readily conſented. 


This long letter has brought me to the 
break of day, as we were too much in- 
tereſted upon the ſubject to ſeparate very 
early. Our fears are now entirely diſ- 
pelled; and though ſome months may 
elapſe before the buſineſs can draw to a 
concluſion, I am perſuaded it will prove 
happy. The whole is extraordinary in- 
deed, But ſuch an authority as the 
Ducheſs de Grandinne, as to the legiti- 
macy of the injured innocent, will have 
every effect with the Earl, But how a 
woman of the conſequence, which her 

| mother 
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mother muſt certainly have been, ſhould: 
have conſented to leave her family, under 
the honourable ſanction of marriage, 
whatever might have been her motives 
for ſecreſy, appears to me an event barely 
credible z and in a ſituation ſuch as hers, 


to have fought refuge in a foreign coun- 
try, an act of indiſcretion one mult truly 


pity. I ſhall make no ſtay with Alphonſo; 
but hope to ſee you in a few days after 
my arrival. Our meaſures we ſhall plan 


during our journey, of which, you ſhall: 


receive particulars from Dover, as a cou» 


rier ſhall be diſpatched for the purpoſe.. 


The clock ſtrikes ſeven. How quickly 


moments paſs, when employed in the ſer- 


vice of my adorable Honoria. 


DE BREVILLE. 
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LAT TERRA Axxent. 


FROM THE SAME«» 


Ar length we have determined. Al- 
phonſo and la Roche, his liberal hearted 
gueſt, are to ſet off on Wedneſday for 
Dijon. My rout is ſhorter ; which 1 ſhall 
ſtill curtail, by travelling the croſs coun» 
try. But now I am very much at a loſs, 
How will it be poſſible to relate the 
whole ſtory? And yet what ſingle part 
can I ſuppreſs, which is not connected 
with ſome other? As there is no doubt 
of Sempronia's being properly acknow- 
ledged by her 'mother's family, (of far 
higher original than the Earl of Harville's) 

his 
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his nice diſtinction of rank and anceſtry 
muſt allow her's the precedency, as far as 
mental conceſſion extends. This may be 
a mortify ing reflection; but he will 
ſhortly compound for that, with the ac- 
ceſſion of honours and dignity which ſo 
exalted an alliance will confer. To be- 
come the father of the Duke de Gran- 
dinne's grand child, (as, trom circum- 
ſtances, not a doubt can remain on that 
point) will gratify every vanity of his 
heart. 


Alphonſo was of my opinion as to the 
propriety of an explicit confidence, and 
adviſed it on every conſideration, The 
Counteſs may receive the intelligence as 
her prudence ſhall direct. The pride of 
the Earl was the only motive for conceal- 
ment, in the firſt inſtance; and as he 
mult feel that truth, an explanatory rea- 
ſon will not be required. To deceive 
him, was not a probable idea; but to 

H 4 prevent 
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prevent him from deceiving himſelf; 
This will not only quiet his ſurprize, but 
even ſilence whatever tendency he might 
have for reproach, I ſhall endeavour to 
have a prior interview with the Counteſs, 
and give her Alphonſo's meſſage, which 
he worded with much delicacy. It can- 
not hurt any party, and will be ſervice- 
able to the cauſe: the ſubject of it relates 
to the foregoing paſſage, ſubſtituting dig- 
nity, &c. for pride, &c, and this will go 
down with the ſtately Earl. When you 
give a man credit for better motives than 
he really poſſeſſes, he is too well ſatisfied 
with your words, to go in ſearch of your 
judgment. 


On my arrival, 1 ſhall expect a long 
letter from your fair hand. Indeed, my 
deareſt Honoria, was not the preſent bu- 
ſineſs of that conſequence as to involve 
in it the happineſs of ſo many individuals, 
J ſhould — regret the days and 

weeks 
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weeks I have devoted to friendſhip. This 
ſentiment I know you will conſign to the 
flames—not to thoſe of love, for in your 
laſt you told me they were nearly extin- 
ouiſhed.. Cruel maid ! to ſport but for 
a moment with the feelings of your en- 
raptured Breville. Had I thought you 
ſerious on a ſecond reading, by heavens 
that inſtant would I have deſerted this 
virtuous caule, fled to your preſence, and 
never left you more. No, my divine 
Honoria, the celeſtial fire was ne'er but 
once extinguiſhed, and Sol's pure rays 
rekindled it anew, Farewel. Five days 
more, and then to Saint Claire. 


DE BREVILLE. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


FROM THE SAME, 


Tur anxious and impatient ſpirit of 
the amiable Valville had ſuffered all the 
tormenting pangs which fearful hope 
excites. With tranſport he embraced 
me, expreſſed his thanks of gratitude, 
enquired as to the criſis of his fate as he 
termed it, and in ſuch accents of tender 
ſenſibility were the laſt words expreſſed, 
that his ſighs almoſt repreſſed their ut- 
terance, 1 inſtantly aſſured him there 
was greater cauſe for hope than when we 
Jait met. More I would not venture at 
this moment. He lifted up his hands to 

| hcaven, 
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heaven, and in the moſt fervent rapture 
exclaimed—thanks to that gracious Pro- 
vidence which has heard the prayers of 
this afflicted ſpirit. With eagerneſs he 
again preſſed me to his boſom, the tears 
flowing from his eyes. And is it poſſi- 
ble, ſaid he, that Sempronia ſhall be 
mine? Still, my friend, have we a 
long courſe to run ere that event can be 
accompliſhed; but the principal obſlacle 
is ſurmounted; and the reit, time, I 
truſt, will effect. Nothing more remains, 
my Breville ; that ſhe was noble, was all 
my father wiſhed to learn, Where 1s 
he? ſaid I, And can I firſt ſee the 
Counteſs? He is on horſeback, and 
my dear mother alone. This inſtant 1 
came from her, We haſtened together 
to her apartment, where ſhe joyfully wel- 
comed my return. No time was loſt in 
giving her every needful information, 
Her extacy was not ſurpaſſed even by the 
ardent Valville, She ſeemed confident 


156 S EMDRORNHIA. 


of ſucceſs; but left me to manage the 
diſcovery, concurred in opinion with Al- 
phonſo, and added that if the Earl en- 
tertained a moment's doubt of any pre- 
vious intelligence, ſhe ſhould acknow- 
ledge it. Her intimacy with the Duke's 
family relieved us from much difficulty, 
She had not the leaſt doubt but the Earl 
would make a perſonal enquiry, or rea- 
dily adviſe the means, That this was 
the connection he originally wiſhed, The 
circumſtance of the elopemeut of Lady 
Auguſta Pierre ſhe well remembered, 
The reaſon then conjectured was in or- 
der to avoid a monaſtic life; that the 
Duke, it was ſaid, had long intended her 
for this retirement; but that an attach- 
ment ſhe had ſecretly formed, determined 
her on marriage as the only expedient. 
left. The prieſt who had performed the 
ceremony was diſcovered, but never could 
be prevailed upon to betray his confi- 
dential truſt; that who the huſband was 


they 
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they could never learn; the alliance waa 
ſuppoſed degrading, from the circum- 
ſtance of this voluntary flight. Every 
enquiry which was made, proved fruit- 
leſs; and the Duke, reproaching himſelf 
as the author of this raſh action, expe- 
rienced all the miſery of a wounded con- 
ſcience. He ſhut himſelf up from ſo- 
ciety; even his own family were not al- 
lowed admittance. Two years he lan- 
guiſhed in this miſerable ſtate, and death 
then releaſed him. Le Marquis de Saint 
Pierre, his only fon, ſucceded to the title. 
He married a near relation of mine, by 
whom he has two daughters; the eldeſt 
about the age of Sempronia, and this was 


the lady to whom we formerly alluded, 


The preſent Duke is a very worthy cha- 
rater; and was ſo much attached to 
Lady Auguſta, that at the time when it 
was ſuppoſed ſhe was to take the veil, 
exerted all his influence to prevent it, 
and even preſſed his father, he being 

then 
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then of age, to charge the eſtate with a 
portion equal to that of his eldeſt ſiſter; 
but the old man was inexorable ; and 
you know the deſperate meaſures to which 
this amiable creature had recourſe in 
order to avoid her fate, Lady Julia, 
the eldeſt, died ſhortly after her father; 
and the portion ſhe would have had de- 
volved upon Lady Avgulta. 


In the courſe of this hiſtory the Earl 
arrived, and pleaſed me not a little by 
the anxiety he expreſſed for good news. 
I related every occurrence very diſtinctly 
as to the hiſtory of our young friend, 
reverſing. the form a little, in order to 
prepare for the aſylum: an aweful ſound 
to the ear of nobility. The Duke I firſt 
introduced, and the reſt took place ac- 
cordingly. He gave a very earneſt at- 
tention to the whole; but as he is too 
prudent for a rapid deciſion, left the 
meaſures of future proceedings to the 


next 
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next day. He ſaid I had been rather 
remiſs for an Ambaſſador Extraordinary 


in one very eſſential point, having omitted 
an invitation to Alphonſo and la Roche, 


I replied, that was not expreſſed in my 
credentials. That 1s true. No more 
was it that you ſhould have the honour 
of introducing me a daughter from the 
Duke de Grandinne's family. Were not 
you the very man who oppoſed that alli- 
ance, and now could not ſuppreſs 
my raptures; but ſprang from my chair 


and embraced him with a warmth I ne- 


ver had experienced from my cradle till 
that inſtant. A tear ſtarted in his eye. 
Valville, the ſuſceptible Valville, ſunk 
hfeleſs on the ground, The Counteſs 
I had never once thought of; till turn- 
ing my looks accidentally upon her as I 
was endeavouring to recover my friend, 
ſaw her gaſping for breath. The Earl 
had made his retreat; and in this tre- 
mulous ſtate did my patients continue 
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more than half an hour I am ſure, . Here 
my pen muſt take reſt, and to the ſenſa-- 
tions of your breaſt for once ſhall I refer: 
my own. 


| Eight ob cler. 
But ſoon as morning from her orient bed, 


&« Had ting'd the grotto, with her earlieſt red,” 


With joy Ll hailed the mild, propitious 
power, and haſtened to the chamber of 
my friend, We paſſed an hour in that 
ſilent extacy in which every ſentiment of 
the ſoul is communicated, without the 
languid interpretation of ſpeech, We 
were in this delightful. ſlate when the 
Earl ſtole upon us unperceived. Re- 
gardleſs of my preſence, he went up 
gently to his ſon. I inſtantly left them 
together. At breakfaſt, we met. The 
amiable Counteſs joined us a few mo- 

ments 
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ments after, and the good old man con- 
ſulted with her upon the meaſures we 
were to purſue. She was of opinion it 
would be moſt prudent to wait the re- 
turn of Alphonſo and his friend; that 
there could not remain a doubt but that 
a full explanation had taken place; for 
that however ſcrupulouſly exact the 
Ducheſs might be as to the letter in 
queſtion, to the benevolence and unpas 
rallelled humanity of Alphonlo every 
conficence was due. Her judgment met 
a general concurrence; and the Earl: 
commiſſioned his ſon to write imme- 
diately in his name both to Alphonſo 
and la Roche, requeſting the plealure of 
their preſence at Harville Grove, The 
ſervant had particular orders given as to- 
the delivery of thoſe, and one other L 
wrote, which was to be left at the firſt 
place where he received intelligence, to 
prevent their taking a different route. 
Valville 
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Valville was not a little impatient to 


be allowed to viſit his lovely Sempronia, 


and mentioned this privately to me; but 
I diſſuaded him from every thought of 
the kind till the arrival of the meſſenger 
from Alphonſo; and as the Earl expreſſed 
ſo much ardour in the buſineſs, was of 
opinion that ſuch a propoſal ſhould be 
attributed ſolely to his affection. My 
friend yielded to theſe terms, and ſhortly 
after breakfaſt the Earl retired ; he ſent 
for his ſon, and they were abſent more 
than an hour. On their return, the lat- 
ter add reſſing himſelf to me—will your 
Excellency allow me the honour of an 
introduction to Mademoiſelle Sempro- 
nia, for you will remember that I have 
not yet been preſented. I am too much 
flattered, my Lord, by the diſtinction 
you would confer upon me, not to em- 
brace it with joy; but as Lady Hor- 
tenſia Sanſerre has not yet made it known 
when ſhe means to hold her next levee, 

your 
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your Lordſhip will permit me to inform 
myſelf upon that ſubject, that your name 
may be announced with that form to 
which ſhe muſt conſider it entitled, He 
acquieſced. This gives me time to ſig- 
nity his intentions to you; and as a point 
of etiquette, Lady Hortenſia will favour 
me wich her anſwer. 


I forward this by Fidele that not a 
moment may be loſt in confirming the 
felicity of my enraptured Valville, and 1 
truſt that of the happy Sempronia. 


DE BREVILLE. 
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LETTER XX 


LADY HORTENSIA SANSERAE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE: 


] HE Marchioneſs and myſelf have 
conſidered ourſelves. too highly honoured 


by the reſidence of ſuch a gueſt as the 
virtuous Sempronia, not to. be ſenſible 
to every diſtinction her merits have re- 
ceived; and under thoſe claims can 
have no. doubt but that ſhe would be 


flattered by. the introduction of the Earl. 


of Harville; but as at preſent ſhe can- 
not feel: herſelf entitled to any other, it 


were not poſſible to admit. thoſe atten- 
tions- 


SEMPRONIA, 165 


flons propoſed for a daughter of Lady 
Auguſta Pierre to be conferred on Sem- 
proma Mardaunt, 


I ſignified the ſubject of your letter to 
Sempronia in the manner which 1 am 
perſuaded will give her moſt pleaſure 
informing her at the ſime time there 
were ſome reaſons for ſuppoſing her to 
be a deſcendant of the Duke de Gran- 
dinne's; bur ſuppreſſed every particular 
relative to the ſituation of the perſon in 
queſtion, This circumſtance, [ muſt 
conclude, to be referred to the judgment 
of the preſent nobleman. As ſuch I 
could not anticipate his authority, nor 
deprive him of the pleaſure he would 
feel in being the firlt to acknowledge 
that importance which her merits would 
contribute to his family. | 


Pray preſent my compliments to the 
Earl, and aſſure him that I am too am- 


bitious 
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bitious of the honour he intended me to 
loſe it without regret. But though my 
levee cannot take place till the arrival of 
the Duke, to mon petit ſcuper, I ſhall 
hope he will become a gueſt, That is 
a meeting of friends in which his Lord- 
ſhip holds the firſt place. Forget not 
our affectionate regard to the Counteſs 
and Valville, and believe me 


faithfully yours, 


H. SANSERRE, 


LE T. 
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LETTER XXXL 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


Trovucn my aunt's letter ex- 
preſſes my ſentiments, I could not but 
addreſs a few lines to you myſelf; and 
ardently as I muſt rejoice upon every 
additional honour which ſhall raiſe Sem- 


pronia to that point from which her 


merits would be more obviouſly diſ- 
cerned, conſequently more generally 
known; yet while a doubt remains as to 
her real pretenſions, ſhe is far more en- 
nobled by a refuſal than ſhe could have 

been 
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been by the acceptance. In the opinion 
of mankind I may be thought wrong 
by offering ſuch a judgment as this ; but 
I have been ſo long in the habit of form- 
ing my own ideas, and acting upon their 
direction, that 1 now think it is high 
time fur me to renounce the advantages 
of the world, as I am too proud to ac- 
knowledge its deſerts, I aſſure you I 
am very ſerious (think what you pleaſe) 
not to commence—nun, but to ſee this 
affair happily accompliſhed. Extraor- 
dinary as it is, there is a ſomething in 
the concurrence of the whole which im- 
prints like conviction. But that any 
man ſhould have ſuffered the wife of his 
boſom to have been ſo expoſed to the ri- 
gour of parental authority as to have been 
compelled to a voluntary flight, unat- 
tended, unſupported, and in a ſituation 
ſuch as hers, one's ſoul ſhudders at the 
very thought! Suppoſing him to have 
been the lowelt creature which creation 

ever 
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ever formed, he was ſtill the object of 
her unfortunate choice, But it is very 
improbable that a woman of her rank 
ſhould have formed an attachment fo 
degrading, for which marriage ſhould 
not have juſtified a confeſſion at leaſt, 
It might not have atoned for the act, 
but it would have ſecured' her from the 
danger ſhe hourly apprehended. It 
was a ſanctified union, and as ſuch, be- 
yond an appeal to any other human law. 
But admitting a ſtrong ſenſe of 1gno- 
miny and diſhonour to have overcome 
every hope of relief or forgivenels, 
where was the huſband to have conſented 
to this dreadful reſource, who never 
once was ſeen in open day to claim his 
wife, to redreſs her ſorrow, or even to 
have made one ſingle ſearch after her, 
at leaſt none which has ever come to 
knowledge? This is a deed of awful 
recollection; and the grave muſt long 
ere this have been the ſad receptacle of 

Yor. II. I the 
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the wretched ſinner. I ſhudder to reflect 
on the many ſcenes of guilt human nu- 
fery has expoſed to vit w but am diſ- 
poſed to beheve that in this wonderful 
wiſdom of Providence we are indebted 
for the power of healing many a broken 
heart, From the principle of chriſtianity 
we learn this truth. Though many an 
innocent boſom may become the prey of 
lawleſs tyranny and unjuſt reproach, yet 
how few are the inſtances we find to the 
many his juſtice thinks fit to redreſs, 


But you will think me a melancholy 
devotee. I know not how it is, but my 
mind has received a very ſudden ſhock, 
which unfits me almoſt for every exer- 
tion. However we will endeavour to do 
our beſt. Sempronia was not in a ſtate 
for the reception of your letter, I ac- 
quainted her with her ſuppoſed birth, 
as my aunt informed you; but with re- 


ſpect to the ceremonious introducti n, 
| WAS 
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was wholly ſilent, Your old acquaint- 
ance has recovered his underſtanding in 
part; but the peace of his family has 
been too much affected by his delirium 
to be able, in a ſhort time, to get the 
better of the effects. To wound with 
that dexterity, in order to diſplay ſkill 
in the cure, is a manceuvre, dans Part 7 1 


d mee, Which I do not comprehend. 


You were not commiſſioned as to the 
motive of this famous exploit. Was 
Sempronia to imagine the KnightErrant 
was fallying forth, armed cap a pee, in 
order to encounter a phantom? No, my 
Breville, we ſhall not yet condeſcend. 
His dulcinea muſt fill remain but the 
miſtreſs of his imagination. Totell you 
the truth, his virtues are much too pom- 
pous for my taſte ; they are in general 
preceded by ſo ſplendid a retinue, that 
it is with difficulty I can diſtinguiſh them 
from their attendants. 

12 Finding 
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Finding myſelf too ſtupid to ſay more, 
I ſhall conclude; but not without aſſur- 
ing you that I am very impatient for 
news of Alphonſo, 


DE GRAVELINE; 


"LETTER XXXII. 


ALPHONSO 


TO THE 


VISCOUNT DEB VALVILLEs 


Your Lordſhip's polite invitation, 
Monſieur de la Roche and myſelt will 
with pleaſure accept; but as the time 
may be uncertain, depending not on 

our 


dur on inclination, ſhall tranſmit to you 
the tew particulars we have already ob- 
tained, The nuptials of Lady Auguſta 
Pierre were oe ed by one Gram- 
mont, a price of the order of St. Domi- 
nique, now reſident at Rneims in the 
monaltry' of —— the name forgotten. 
The huſbiad was noble, advanced in 
yeurs. From the time of Lady Augu ta's 
eſcape (though for years every {arch ane 
enquiry was made) no poſſible intelli- 
gence could be procured, The letter is 
addreſſed to the preſent Duke de Gran- 
dinne, which we prevailed upon the old 
lady to diſpatch inſtantly 3 alſo a native 
of Fingland, into that country, to make 
particular application through he county 
of Kent, to all the medical people in oi near 
the town mentioned in the narrative, going 
in the firſt inſtance to the cottage. Theſe 
are allthe ſteps we can take for the preſent. 
I acquainted the Ducheſs with the former 
and preſent reſidence of Sempronia z her 
* 13 talents, 
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talents, education, and the honourable 
protection which her merits had pro- 
cured. The grateful expreſſions of our 
venerable hoſteſs for the ſervices ren- 
dered to Lady Auguſta's daughter, were 
too affecting from lips ſo aged as hers; 
but we endeavoured to reconcile every 
idea upon that ſubject, with the plea- 
ſure we had received from our amiable 
gueſt, and the credit ſhe had done herſelf 
from the trifling aid her ſuperior talents 
required ; and that to conſider as an obli- 
gation any one ſervice that the Marchio- 
neſs and myſelf had been fo well repaid 
in, would greatly mortify both. Her 
mind, poor woman, has ſuffered more 
from ſorrow than the gradual advances of 
time, A tender woe has ſucceeded to 
that bitter grief her countenance firſt ex- 
preſſed; and I have no doubt but that 
the preſence of Sempronia will ſhortly 
ſooth every. painful remembrance, She 
has good ſenſe, and in point of memory 

19 


-- 
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13 accurate — particularly ſo, She gives 
you dates and facts (upon the buſinefs 
in queſtion of courſe), but on other ſub- 
jects wich that punctuality, that did not 
her looks portray a very thoughtful 
mind, one ſhould not imagine the could 
have had tune to have annexcd any one 


idca. 


I enquired for the young Ducheſs and 
her family. They are at preſent at Mont- 
pelier, but exp cted to return ina month 
or leſs. She mentioned her grand daugh- 
ter as a companion for her couſin, the 
Lady Sempronia; and deſired me to be 
very particular in ſignifying her title to 
the Marchioneſs; but that it might be 
announced in form, has ordered her to 
bear her mother's arms, a copy of which 
is to be had from the Herald's Office, an 
engravement made from it, and preſented 
to our fair friend. But the old lady 
ſeems deſirous that theſe honours may 

| I 4 be 
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be conferred ſolely by her authority, T 
replied that the Marchioneſs was too 
good a judge of propriety to have taken 
ſuch a ſtep without the permiſſion of her 
Grace or ſome part of her family. 


You will do me the favour, my Lord, 
to ſignify the ſame to the Count de Bre- 
ville, as his information will reach the 
Marchioneſs long before I can arrive. 
The return of our meſſenger will detain 
us here moſt probably ſome days longer 
than we intended; and the one from 
England, depends upon fo many circum- 
ſtances, that when we can hope for it, is 
impoſſible to ſay. But as your Lordſhip 
will not think our duty fulfilled, till that 
event takes place, no apology, I am per- 
ſaaded, will be neceſſary for declining 
your invitation, till we can render our- 
ſelves entitled to the honour of accepting 
it. | 

A. ALPHONSO, 
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LETTER XXXIII. 
H 
"MARCHIONESS: DE GRAVELINE 


0 k 


_ TO THR 


COUNT DE BREVILLE: 


I Received yeſterday a letter *from Al- 
Pn which was a full confirmation of 
your's, To part from my lovely com- 
Þanion, is a requeſt which muſt be com- 
Plied with; and 1 ſhall have no merit in 
obedience, as It is not left to my choice. 
But 1 am now convinced that ſelf- love 
has taken deeper root in my heart, than I 

l had 


Being a repeti tion of the former, does not 
appear. 
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had thought poſſible, That paſſion is 
now put to the proof; and I find it al- 
moſt too powerful to counterbalance the 
fortitude I can oppoſe to it, To con- 
ſider the tendency of our affection, it 
operates equally on both. Chance brought 
us together; but ſympathy united us; 
and upon what principle we are to part, 
(1 was going to ſay) am Jat a loſs to 
gueſs. It muſt be; and on the plea of 
neceſſity little remains to be conſidered. 
I have now informed her of her ack now- 
ledged birth, at the ſpecial command of 
the Ducheſs ; and mentioned: her Grace's 
almoſt certainty of rank, indeed that I 
believed I might add, quite ſo. But to 
neither gave ſhe much attention. Whe- 
ther ſhe feels not the gratification, i in 
| theſe advantages, which to almoſt every 
other woman, would conſtitute its higheſt 
enjoyment, or that ſome ſecret fear whiſ- 
: pered the tale! had not power to unfold, 
l I know 
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I know notʒ but todo her heartjuſtice, to the 
latter muſt all her indifference be aſcribed. 
Her virtues would adorn every ſtation. 
But they are felt by her, not as ornaments 
but as a neceſſary aſſiſtant to her daily 
taſk. They ſeem to be as much a me- 
chanical principle of her nature, as the 
motion of one foot to the advancement 
of the other. But reaſon upon the ſub- 
| Jet, and you would ſuppoſe ſhe never 
ſuffered a thought to eſcape her lips, nor 
a ſingle act to be performed, without 
having profoundly conſidered the moral 
tendency each would produce, A more 
perfect creature was never formed by the 
hand of Providence. By her own efforts 
has ſhe wholly done away whatever hu- 
man frailty was left as a trial of her 
ſtrength. 


My aunt prepared her for our. ſe para- | 
tion, And with all her exquiſite ſenſibi- 
lity 
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lity did ſhe encounter the ſtroke; and in 
leſs than two hours preſented herſelf with 
a chearfulneſs which aſtoniſhed me. Call 
not ſelf-denial a negative virtue, which 
with paſſions and affections ſuch as hers, 
can repreſs thoſe effuſiuns which glow 
through every vital ſenſe, leſt the ſuffer- 
ings ſhe might betray ſhould give a mo- 
ment's pain to the boſom of another. To 
converſe upon the ſubject was not in na- 
ture. She did her part, but attempted 
not beyond it. There was a preſſing in- 
vitation to my aunt and ſelf, which with- 
out heſitation we ſhall accept. This will 
alle viate; and tranſitory eaſe is ſtill worth 
enjoyment. You aſk me if I have men- 
tioned the Earl's intention, Moſt cer- 
tainly not. His impulſes are too ſudden 
for dependence, It is the Duke of Gran- 
dinne's grand child, not Sempronia, 
whom he means to embrace, Nor would 
I, had it remained with me, have yielded 
a tittle 
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A tittle to his conſummate pride. Was 
he, upon further inveſtigation, to find 
her father not noble, in one inſtant would 
he forget Lady Auguſta's daughter. If 
I carry this too far, I cannot help it. 
But he is like an unſkilful player at 
whiſt, who thinks his game not worth at- 
tention, unleſs he can ſcore it up by ho- 
nours. To the Ducheſs, I ſuppoſe, he 
means to prefer his ſuit, if he has any ſe- 
rious intention. Valville has my hearty 
wiſhes. He is deſerving of the prize, and 
may heaven reward him with it. 

From this time you will addreſs your 
letters to the Chateau de Vendome, But 
I ſhall write from thence, as ſoon as J 
have any matter to relate. Of a ſafe ar- 
rival there is no doubt; but broken bones 
you could not ſet, and a broken heart 
would not be worth acceptance. 0 | 


DE GRAVELINE: 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


. COUNT DE BREVILLE 
TO THE 


 MARCHIONESS DE CRAVELINE 


 Harville Grove. 


T. E meſſenger from England arrived 
late laſt night; and has brought us more 
information than our moſt flattering 
hopes could poſlibly have formed. On 
the arrival at the cottage, he enquired 
for the inhabitants; but from them could 
not learn any thing. The old people 
had been long dead ; but the rumour of 
en a \ ory, well remembered, I ſhall 


give 
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give it you in his own words. He is an 


intelligent fellow, and acquitted himſelf 


e I went to Canterbury, the neareſt 
town, and to all the medical people re- 
ſiding in or near that place. Many gave 
the ſame reply. But at the laſt houſe I 
enquired, I received directions to a per- 
ſon now ſettled at Rocheſter, who reſided 
formerly at Canterbury, and about the 
time to which my buſineſs referred. | 
found him on the ſpot, told the ſtory, and 
obtained the following particulars, —— 
In the year —— I was ſent for to a lady 
lodging at a cottage near Canterbury, in 
daily expectation of her delivery. Her 
mind ſeemed much oppreſſed; and a 
high fever, which was, then upon her, 
gave me little hope that ſhe could ſurvive 
the approaching event. Much aſtoniſhed, 
and indeed ſhocked, as I was, to behold 

* 
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fo lovely a creature in this deſerted habiæ 
tation, without any attendant; fave the 


wretched owners, I implored her to let 
me convey her to'my houſe, where ſhe 
ſhould receive every afſiſtince her ſitua- 


tion ſo much required; and that my wife 


would rejoice in having it in her power 
to render thoſe perſonal ſervices of which 
her prefent abode would, I feared, fre- 
quently deprive her. She politely de- 
clined the offer. I repeated it ſeveral 
times, but” could not prevail: on which 
immediately procured a nurſe; a very 
diligent, honeſt, and hümane creature, as 
I thought her, and who for the ſpace of 
Nix years had been well known, and em- 
ployed by ſome of the firſt families in the 
neighbourhood, from all of whom ſhe had 
received a good character. I am rather 
particular in this laſt circumſtance, as ſo 
many ſubſequent. misfortunes 'were the 
conſequence of it. The birth of the in- 
fant 
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fant I every moment apprehended would - 
prove fatal to the mother's exiſtence ; 
and ſhe was too ſenſible of her fituation 
to be deceived by hope. Indeed J at- 
tempted not to repreſent her cate other 
than it was; but begged her, with all the 
earneſtneſs I felt, to permit me to ſend 
immediate information to her tamily.. 
This, ſhe ſaid, was not poſſivle; the diſ- 
tance being too great to avail herſelf of 
my offer, The four firit days my 
wife was with her; to whom ſhe {poke 
but little; but even that little was upon 
different ſubjects, as ſne appeared parti- 
cularly cautious of betraying the leaſt 
knowledge of her connexions, or the part 
of France from whence ſhe came. The 
only time ſhe referred to herielt, was up- 
on the circumſtance of her marnage. 
You are both ſtrangers to me, obſerved 
this lovely mourner, and to your hu- 
manity do I conſider it as a juſtice due, 
| that 


* 
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that I aſſure you, on the words of a dying 
mother, that J legally bear that name 3 
but there are reaſons which juſtify my fur- 
ther ſilence. From the inttant in which 
the babe was preſented to her, the anxi- 
ety of her mind viſibly encrraſed. She 
endeavoured to preſs it to her feeble bo- 
ſom, nor would once admit of its being 
removed from her ſight. On the fourth 
day, favourable ſymptoms appeared; the 
fever was much abated; ſhe ſlept calmly 
tor ſome hours, and on waking intreated 
my wite's return; faid, that in the morn- 
ing ſhe ſhould hope to prevail with herſelf 
to give her that information ſhe felt as a 
duty to her child. As I really thought 
| ſhe with ſafety might be left, we con- 
ſented; and in the morning, before the 
inhabitants were riſen, | returned to viſit 
my patient, I preſently procured admit- 
tance; and: enquired: of the old woman 

W the lady had ſlept. 
r Every 
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Every thing, ſhe replied, had been ſtill, 
that ſhe hoped for good account, I 
waited ſome time, in expectation of the 
nurſe's coming. down, but as ſhe did not 
appear, | advanced to the door, and gave 
a gentle knock. Three times | repeated 
the ſame. Surprized | was not anſwered, 
I ventured. into the room; when what 
did | behold but the breathleis remains 
of her, whom but a few hours before I left 
in joyful expectation of pronouncing paſt 
even an apprehenſion of danger. I 
fearched for the infant; but in a mo- 
ment's time traced the horrid deed. The 
ſtring, which I ſo often had obſerved to 
hang from her wriſt, lay upon the pillow; 
the pockets were rifled; watch removed; 
in ſhort every treaſure, which this wretch 
could convey, ſhe infamouſly had effec- 
ted. Stupified 1 ſtood with horror. 
What meaſure to take I knew not. To 
recover this amiable woman, had it been 

in 


-. 
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in my power, would have recalled her but 
to thoſe ſorrows, from which ſhe was at 
preſent, (as I then rhought) happily re- 
Jealed. Unconſciouſly, I moved to her 
bed ſide; and by what involuntary im- 
pulſe I know nor, preſſed my finger upon 
her pulſe, when I thous heit gently beer, 
J watched it tor f me time, with all the 
compoſure 1 was able; pauſed ; then 


tried it again. But it was perfectly at 
reſt. 
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An hour did I remain in the moſt 
dreadful ſtate that nature ever felt. Every 
faculty was almoſt dead within me, ſave 
the torments of recollection; when acci- 
dentally caſting my eyes towards her, L 


ſaw her countenance changed, her lips 


had loft their pallid hue, and the blood 
in gentle motions-was returning to the 
heart. Barely could I truſt my ſenſes. 
The ſcene was too - viſtonary for hope: 

P But 
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But in a few moments her whole frame 
was reſtored. My God! what did I not 
ſuffer! what a tale had I to unfold ! Her 
firſt words were Give me my infant! 
You have been too much exhauſted Ma- 
dam, ſaid 1; by your long ſleep, to turn 
your thoughts to any other ſubject than 
yourſelf. Inſtantly T gave her a warm 
cordial, I had with me. At any other 
time how joyfully ſhould I have felt its 
ſucceſs. But this flattering thought was 
chilled by expectation. She again re- 
peated her former words, intreating me” 
to put it into her arms; when perceiving” 
me ſtill motionleſs, ſhe urged her requeſt 
with all the ſtrength ſhe was able. My 
dear Madam, permit me to aſſure you 
that your ſpirits are unequal to the ſmall- 
eſt exertion. A relapſe would entirely 
defeat your powers. Suffer me, as a 
friend, to intreat, to conjure you, by all 
that anxiety I feel for your peace, to en- 
deayour 
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in my power, would have recalled her but 
to thoſe ſorrows, from Which ſhe was at 
preſent, (as I then thought) happily re- 
Jeaſed. Unconſciouſſy, I moved to her 
bed fide; and by what involuntary im- 
pulſe I know nor, preſſcd my finger upon 
ker pulle, when I thous hr i gently beer, 
JI watched it tor fime time, with all the 
compoſure I was able; pauſed ; then 
tried it again. But it was perfectly at 
reſt. 


An hour did I remain in the moſt 
dreadful ſtate that nature ever felt. Every 
faculty was almoſt dead within me, ſave 
the torments of recollection; when acei- 
dentally caſting my eyes towards her, I 
ſaw her countenance changed, her lips 
had loft their pallid hue, and the blood 
in gentle motions was returning to the 
heart. Barely could I truſt my ſenſes. 
The ſcene was too viſtonary for hope: 


; - bs But 
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But in a few moments her whole frame 
was reſtored. My God! what did I not 
ſuffer! what a tale had I to unfold !! Her 
firſt words were Give me my infant! 
You have been too much exhauſted Ma- 
dam, ſaid 1, by your long ſleep, to turn 
your thoughts to any other ſubje& than 
yourſelf. Inſtantly I gave her a warm 
cordial, I had with me. At any other 
time how joyfully ſhould I have felt its 
ſucceſs. But this flattering thought was 
chilled by expectation. She again re- 
peated her former words, intreating me 
to put it into her arms; when perceiving” 
me ſtill motioaleſs, ſhe urged her requeſt 
with all the ſtrength ſhe was able. My 
dear Madam, permit me to aſſure you 
that your ſpirits are unequal to the ſmall- 
eſt exertion. A relapſe would entirely 
defeat your powers. Suffer me, as a 
friend, to intreat, to conjure you, by all 
that anxiety I feel for your peace, to en- 
| deayour 
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deavour to compoſe yourſelf, Not with-⸗ 


out one look at my dear babe, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, Grant but this, and I will punctu- 
ally obſerve your humane directions. To 
deny your requeſt, I truſt you will be- 


lieve to be for your own good. A fe 
hours quiet will enable you better to 


Not to ſee my child ! ſaid this wretched 
lady, with ſome diſpleaſure at what ſhe 
thought a mercileſs refuſal. She then 
attempted to call the nurſe; but her 


voice failed. If I muſt die without this 


ſatis faction remember Sir that 
——— and ſhe never ſpake more. Feeble 
as had been this laſt ſtruggle, every vital 


power had fled; and the conflict ſhe muſt 


have ſuſtained, had the glimmering ſpark 
of life remained but a moment longer, 
conſoled me in ſome degree for the hore 
cor ſhe had eſcaped, 


As all was now over, 1 called up the 


people 
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people of the houſe, and related to them 
the ſtate in Which I firſt found my pa- 
tient. Their concern was expreſſed by 
their frighted looks. To give any ac- 
count of the paſt, was impoſſible. In 
the dead of night the fatal deed had been 
accompliſhed, I aſked the man if he 
could procure inſtantly ſome perſon to 
ride my horſe back to the town. He of- 
fereq himſelf to go. I then wrote to two 
of the magiſtrates, and the principal men 
of the faculty, requeſting their immediate 
attendance, They ſhortly arrived. The 
former conſulted upon ſome meaſures in 
order to diſcover the nurſe, Several 
meſſengers were diſpatched to the neigh- 
bouring towns and-villages. At len, th 
| we heard that a woman of that de crip- 
tion had travelled in the Dover coach to 
Dartford, had there taken a chaiſe to 
London, but alighted in the Borough, 
nor could the driver tell where ſhe went 

tee 
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to. I , ſaid BE, produced the nar- 
rative; (chis charge we thought very 
important to his buſineſs) and it was evi- 
dent ſhe had failed in one eſſential point; 
for the ſurgeon aſſured me that every poſ- 
ſible ſearch had been made, but that, be- 
yond London, ſhe never could be traced: 


To preſerve the corpſe as perfect as 
we could, was our next endeavour, Two 
gentlemen, with myſelf, were employed 
in the melancholy office of enibalment ; 
and at their Joint expence was this and 
the funeral diſcharged, for my circum- 


ſtances prevented-me from offering my 


laſt tribute of reſpect to the deceaſed. A 
particular place in the cathedral was ap- 


propriated for its reception, that ſhould 


any further enquiry be made, the fact 
might be immediately aſcertained. For 
two years nothing more was heard; but 
at the expiration of that time a gentleman 

came 
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came to me, by whom directed I know 
not, He enquired for the deceaſed, and 
mentioned a mole upon her left arm. 
This ſpeck I well remembered; and in 
preſence of the before mentioned gentle- 
men, and other principal people belong- 
ing to the cathedral, the vault was opened. 
The body was ſtill perfect, and the mole 
more viſible than before, From his 
pocket he took a miniature, which he 
compared with the features of the de- 
ceaſed, They cloſely correſponded, al- 
lowing for the difference of circumſtan- 
ces, and the local advantages of the 
former. The ſacred depoſit was then 
claimed, and as privately as poſſible con- 
veyed to Dover, after a very liberal and 
tender acknowledgment to me, and the 
different perſons (the clergyman who 
had baprized the infant being alſo preſent) 
who had officiated on this ſolemn occa- 
ſion. The gentleman on his honour aſ- 

Vor. II, K ſured 
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{ured me, that every enquiry had been 
made for the unfortunate deceaſed im- 
mediately as her eſcape was known, both 
in England and in her own country, Up- 
on my mentioning the exact time when 
Me came to the cottage, he replied that 
was ſome months ſubiequent to her de- 
parture. 


I was very anxious to trace this buſi- 
neſs ſtill further, but my health would 
not allow me; and no other perion pre- 
ſent expreſſed a defire upon the ſubject. 


Here ended the ſtory, as related by Hart- 
ley. The ſurgeon afterwards tranſcribed 
the ſame from a written account in his 
poſſeſſion. The converſation which took 
place you will readily imagine. Alphonſo 
was much affected; but I hope it is but 

a momentary impreſſion, and that the 
felicity which his dear charge is now in 
protect of obtaining, will more than 

com; enſate 
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compenſate for the affliction which he 
has experienced. 


A packet which I have juſt received 
from Colonel Belmont gives hopes of a 
fpeedy return, His martial ſpirit has 
had but few opportunities for diſplaying 
itſelf in that cauſe he ſo zealouſly em- 
braced. The letter to Lady Julia I thall 
forward immediately; to preſent it I 
kave not time. 


Your next will, T hope, fix your re- 
turn to St. Claire. My departure from 
hence will take place in a few days; 
and if I may be admitted to Vendome 
| (ſuppoſing your ſtay to extend beyond 


the fifteenth) once more ſhall I behold. 


my long, long, abſent, adored Honoria! 
We will then ſettle all neceſſary prelimi- 


naries, and the buſineſs on which ſhe 


means to employ me ſhall be immediately 
K 2 diſpatched, 
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diſpatched, and every. preparation an- 
nounce the happy day. 


Valville is, in three weeks, to accom- 
pany his father to the chateau. The lat- 
ter has honours now ſufficient for his 
game, and is upon the whole well fatis= 
fied ; but eager impatience has nearly ex- 
hauſted all the fortitude of our friend. 
To employ him curing this irkſome 
ſuſpence, 1 propoſed to appoint him 
Plenepo to your invulnerable beauty; for 
I can aſſure you I would not have ex- 
poſed that virtue to mortal charms, 
which is devoted to the angelic Sempro- 
nia, As he conſiders any purſuit pre- 
ferable to his preſent condition, think I 
Mall prevail. Alphonſo and La Roche 
will be of the party at the chateau, The 
latter is an amiable man, and entirely 
free from the bigotry of his profeſſion. 
With woildly appendages I fear he does 

| not 
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not abound ; that if you conſent, in ſome 


future time, I have a propoſal to make; 
for as | am perſuaded he will never at- 
tain to canonization, the bleſſings of 
life is a douceur one ſhould be ſorry to 
withhold from him, I have drawn up 
a paper, for which | am anxious of 
your opinion; but a written approbation 
would be lels flattering than a verbal ne- 
gative. Adicu; adieu. 


Bk BikVitie, 
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LETTER XXXV. 


MARCHIONESS Dr GRAVELING 
TO THE 


COUNT BE BAREVILLE 


Th E interview was rather calm than 
affecting, putting my aunt and ſelf wholly 
out of the queſtion, As ſtately orna- 
ments, we embelliſned the ſcene. The 
dramatis perſonæ did not act with ſpirit. 
Sempronia had a part to perform not 
adapted to her powers; and the old 
Ducheſs was, by her air and deportment, 
ſo very unintereſting, that 1 rejoiced 
heartily when the firſt act drew to a con- 

cluſion. 
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cluſion. She was ſofr, without tender- 
neſs, which difrleaſed me. My aunt 
ſaid, that was the very diſtinguiſhing ex- 
cellence of the character; an impaſſioned 
fondnels for an object ſhe never before 
had ſcen, would have been out of nature; 
that her words, lo, and actions did her 
juſtice. But you know my aunt's flexi- 
ble good humour; and | am lure that 
her humanity, as it was fai! of Lord 
T 
fon could catch a motive ter defending 
her.” Semproma was too condelcend- 


, © broke cut whenever her rea- 


ing, and laid a firong emphaſis upon 
her words as ſhe could not impoſe them 
upon her actions; not feeling tender, 
ſhe endeavoured to look it. The prin- 
cipal failing in our fair heroine was too 
much attention to the audience ; which 
mult be, I believe, totally forgotten if 
the actor means to charm, But as this 
was her firſt performance in a new cha- 

K 4 __racter, 
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rater, it is not fair to form a decided 
judgment upon her merits; and as I af- 
terwards told her, ſhe did not conduct 
herſelf with that conſciouſneſs which 
made me feel or even think her a good 
acterg&She ſmiled, and ſaid ſhe did not 
know how I ſhould have expected to ſee 
her do better. That 1 A not indeed, 
my honeſt hearted Sempronia, ſaid I; 
ven fully anſwered my expectation. 
Upon the whole, the good old lady is 
very rational; and if the ſociety of Sem» 
pronia can contribute to ſooth one mo- 
ment's painful recollection, it becomes 
now her firſt duty to give it, which I 
am ſure ſhe will with a free heart. Our 
departure cannot be thought of for ſome 
time, But how would your viſit ap- 
pear? to what motive would it be 
aſcribed? As my brother, it might in- 
deed do you credit; but as an armed 
Cupid, the good old lady would cer- 

Fg tainly 
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tainly take fright. I do not ſuppoſe that 
ſhe would think herſelf in danger; but 
as the guardian of the Heſperian fruit, 
would be a formidable enemy to encoun- 
ter. But if you feel very intrepid, try 
your ſkill. Some potent draught may 
produce a ſlumber, and then you know 
the reſt. 


F DE GRAVELINE, 


| 
x 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLSE 
TO THE 
COUNT DE EREVILLE» 


Belmont Caflle. 


I Prepared myſclf to congratulate the 
fair Clytemneſtra on the joyful return of 
K 3 her 
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her hero, when the peruſal of his letter 
produced ſo very ſudden a change of 
countenance and manner, that my ſpeech 
was put inſtantly to flight. I began then 
to think of condolence. But by heavens 
not one ſhort ſentence could I put to- 
gether, Words would not come to my 
aflitance, though ſeveral, times did 1 
make the attempt. I now gave myſclf 
up for loſt; and in this bleſſed ſituation 
I remained for ſome time; when my 
companion, aſſuming a little compoſure, 
happily relieved my miſery; and ad- 
dreſſing me in a very ironical tone — 
Pray, my Lord, to what cauſe am 1 to 
attribute the Colonels return? has he 
been recalled? No, Madam, fo brave a 
ſpirit as the Colonel's muſt have made 
that impoſſible. I do not hear that any 
engagement has taken place; but par- 
ticulars have not yet tranſpired. Your 
packet was diſpatched by a private hand, 

If 
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If he has degraded himſelf, ſaid this 
filly woman, his preſence would not be 
very flattering to any part of my family. 
His honour, though not immediately 
connected with theirs, is become, by my 
marriage, an important conſideration in 
the alliance; and ift—— Your Lady- 
ſhip may be perfectly at reſt on that 
fubject. A man who has ſpilt ſo many 
drops of his bluod in the lervice of his 
country, will never be forgotten in his 
retirement. Ulis ſovereign is too juſt to 
overlook his merits, and royal munift- 
cence will crown him with a due reward, 
Do you mean, Sr, to conſtier a penſion 
in competition with fame? No, Ma- 
dam, but as the conſequence of it. A 
promotion had been offered to him as 
an acknowledgment of former delerts, 
This was nobly refuſed, though the rank 
to which it would have raiſed him would 
have ſecured all the bleſſings of repoſe 

| 12 
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in the peaceful enjoyment of that do- 
meltic happineſs (bowing moſt pro- 
foundly to her) which the Colonel ſo 
highly prized; and if under impreſſions 
ſuch as theſe, he for a few moments ſuf- 
fered their influence to prevail over that 
gallant ſpirit your Ladyfhip ſo juſtly ex- 
tols, the noble example of your forti- 
tude prevailed over every other conſi- 
deration, Well, Sir, ſaid ſhe, at preſent 
we will endeavour to acknowledge the 
honour of your viſit; and in the firſt in- 
ſtance permit me to make enquiries 
after your family, The Earl and Coun- 
teſs ] hope are well? I anſwered, they 
were; and commiſſioned me with con- 
oratulations upon the approaching happy 
event, Event! what event, my Lord? 
You have ſome ſecret intelligence to 
tranſmit, No one would rejoice more 
than myſelf upon any additional felicity 
that your family ſhould receive, Delay 

not 
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not an inſtant, my dear Lord Valville, 
to confirm my wiſhes. Indeed Madam, 
I have nothing further to communicate. 
Oh! you mean Colonel Belmont's recall. 
No, Madam, but his return, My indig- 
nation could I barely ſuppreſs; and I 
have no doubt but my looks ſpoke the 
horror which I felt at her unnatural 
conduct. As a relief I had recourſe to 
you: The Count was much concerned 
he could not have the honour to wait 
upon your Ladyſhip, but is going into 
Italy, and has particular b ſineſs to 
tranſact previous to his departure. No 
apology from the Count de Breville can 
be neceſſary, ſaid ſhe with ſome ſpirit, 
He is happy in having two ſuch honour- 
able ſecretaries, who ſo faithfully have 
performed their commiſſions, Confi- 
dential letters could not have been 
intruſted to higher reſponſibility. This 
ſting has rouſed her a little from her 
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lethargy ; but ſhe has indulged it too 
long to give any proſpect of a cure. 
She ſeemed frequently at a loſs, totally 
diftraite, yet apprehenſive of ſomething 
ſhe wiſhed to avoid. Her eyes were 
every moment directed towards the 
avenue which leads up to the caſtle; 
when turning mine, unperceived, the 
ſame way, I ſaw a per'on on horſeback 
riding full ſpeed to the gates. Her em- 
barraſſment I cannot deſcribe. How to 
diſpoſe of me ſhe was wholly at a loſs. 
Diſtance prevented my return; that 1 
was her compulſive gueſt for a day at 
leaſt. To diſpatch this new arrive ſhe 
certainly was not much inclined, He 
came by invitation; I was an intruder, 
She half roſe, then ſat down, roſe again, 
proceeded a few ſteps, then returned to 
her chair, In leſs than ten minutes the 
hero burſt open the door, exclaiming 
wich no ſmall ardour my deareſt Julia! 

apts | when 
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when perceiving me, as he had advanced 
ſome ſteps, retreated as many back; 
and in a more diſpaſſioned tone I did 
not know, Madam, you were engaged, 
or—l—— This gentleman is my par- 
ticular friend, and - (ſome moments af- 
ter) — has unexpectedly done rye the ho- 
nour of a. viſit, And uncomely you 
might have added, thought I, God knows, 
The firſt ſurprize over, he took. a chair, 
talked about the badneſs of the roads, 
and the like. He was a man of polite 
addreſs, tres degage, and not a little flat- 
tered to have had a witneſs of his fami- 
liar ſalutation. No introduction took 
place. The lady had too many indirect 
plans to get ready, to mit of leiſure for 
the one thing needful. If you have tra- 
velled, Sir, laid he, any diſtance, I am 
apprehenſive you found a difficulty in 
procuring horſes ; for from Argenton 
to this place I could get but one pair. 

This 
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This was begging the queſtion, but done 
very fairly. I left Harville Grove yeſ- 
terday about noon; but having fent 
horſes the preceding day to Allengon, 
did not experience the inconvenience 
you mention. Have I the honour to 


addreſs any part of the Earl's family. 


Here Lady Julia, recollecting her volun- 
tary omiſſion— I aſk ten thouſand par- 
dons, my Lord, for the negle&, but my 
ſpirits have=— My Lord Valville, Sir, 
and then made a full ſtop, The incog- 
nita, expecting the like attention, felt 
confoundedly nettled, looked interroga- 
tively with ſome aſtoniſnment; and at 
firſt I thought ſhe was determined not to 


underſtand him; but the "dead” filence 


which prevailed compelled her to ſpeech, 
and ſhe very faintly uttered - Monſieur 
de la Brie, He however compounded 
with this introduction for the manner in 
which it had been announced, and a 

| more 
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more general eaſe took place. Dinner 
ſoon followed. Lady Julia, fitting but 
a ſhort time after, we were left to our- 
ſelves, My companion was a pleaſant 
fellow, ſeemed to have a general know- 
ledge of life, was lively, and ſenſible z 
and the various ſubjects of our converſa- 
tion engaged us longer than gallantry 
well could juſtify, I propoſed to pay 
aur compliments to Lady Juha; for 
Belmont, a fond admirer of Engliſh 
cuſtoms, has regulated his family upon 
the ſame ſtile; and that coffee had not 
been ſent in, I really aſcribed to her po- 
liteneſs. In the drawing room we joined 
her, but found her very penſive, La 
Brie attempted to rally her; for the real 
cauſe of her dejection he was too much 
2 man of the world to have obſerved 
before a third perſon, His vanity had 
been amply gratified ; and he well knew 
that one coup de grace would reinſtate 
| him 


20 SEMPRONIA, 


him in all his former importance. Lady 
- Julia revived by degrees, and the re- 
mainder of the day was infinitely better 
than expected. The following morn. 
ing I took a ride to the Ville de F——, 
that my ablence might give time for 
future arrangements. It would have 
been cruel to have delayed this etiquette 
any longer. On my return, | was met 
with more cheerfulneſs than I had ſeen 
on her countenance ſince I delivered my 
credentials, Whether ſhe had more ſe- 
-rioufly examined the contents, or to 
what cauſe the change had happened, as 
prudent philolophers we will leave to a 
more deliberate diſcuſſion. One day 
longer I intruded on theſe Platonic 
friends; and on my departure very po- 
lite ly regretted our eparation. La Brie, 
as Ciceſbeo, performed the honours of 
the houſe, and expreſſed his wiſh that I 
would favour Lady Julia with another 

| viſits 
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viſit. There is a ſang ſroid about this 
man, which makes him always at home. 
Few men could have played their, part 
with ſo much compoſure. He was never 
at a loſs, tho' taken unprepared ; that 
however dilpoſed the. critic might be to 
diſcommend the moral of the character, 
he could not in juſtice withhold his ap- 
probation of the comedian. 


To Lady Julia J cannot allow the 
ſame merit. She was but every thing 
one might have wiſhed otherwiſe. Lz 
bienseance demanded at leait a little 
more decorum. Would any woman 
have betrayed her diſappointment, what- 
ever ſhe might have felt, and have 
detained this man one inſtant, after 
the ſuſpicions ſhe had excited? The 
terms of their friend/bhip might have 
overcome all ſcruples of that kind, I 
have no doubt, Had La Brie as much 

ſimplicity 
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ſimplicity as good humour, I ſhould 
be heartily ſorry for him: but he is 
one of thoſe ſpecious characters, who 
poſſeſſing no real excellence, is there- 
fore compelled to pay a ſcrupulous 
attention to manners. He knows pre- 
ciſely what belongs to them; and this 
apparent regularity muſt diſpoſe in his 
favour, It coſts but a few trifiing re» 
ſtraints, which people of his calt wil⸗ 
Ungly by ehemielves under in order 
to be well received. Of what rank he 
is in life, I know not; but of ſmall 
eſtimation, I am ſure, In the general 
run of ſociety he may mix with the 
multitude, who demand not beyond ex- 
ternal propriety; and as he is always 
upon his guard, is not liable either to 
correction or reproof. How they will 
ſettle the buſineſs is no difficult matter 
to conjecture. She will be obliged ta 
acquaint him with Belmont's return, 

and 
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and La Brie will make the beſt retreat 
he can; for I muſt acknowledge that I 
do not think his regard for the lady 
would prevail over his own ſafety. You 
have refigned in good time, and all: 
circumſtances conſid-red, have avoided 
much inconvenience, to ule the gentleſt 
expreſſion, 

The harmony which at our own 
fire ſide now prevails, I am obliged to 
you for enjoying as I ought. This laſt 
excurſion, tho' it gave me no one plea- 
ſure, was at leaſt a change; and in better 
humour am J returned than when I fat. 


out, which amounts to ſomething in the 
general account, 


You have impoſed fo heavy a reftraint 
upon my tongue, that the name of Sem- 
pronia have [ barely courage to pro- 
nounce; but as you have confirmed my 

ardent 


ardent hopes by a favourable preſenti- 
ment, may I—dare I hope—the Marchi- 
oneſs has intimated——no—] will linger 
out the ten remaining days, and receive 
my ſentence from her own angelic lips. 


Jour irreſolution aſtoniſhed me. Where 
could be the doubt of the propriety of 
your viſit at ſuch a time, to that place 
which was become the reſidence of your 
friends? I ſhall therefore expect to ſee 
your next, dated from the chateau; and 
do not omit one ſingle circumſtance of 
the interview. Every thought which re- 
lates to my incomparable Sempronia, 
muſt poſſeſs a virtue peculiar to herſelf, | 
Tell me her looks, her every action. 
Deny me not this. You ſurvey that 
beauteous form, unconſcious of its pow- 
er, while 1, who live but in its preſence, 
am not once ſuffered to us. 
en adicu. e LA 220K 
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LESTER XAXXYVIL 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 
TO THE 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE 


VI 8, my dear Valville, once more 
am I reſtored to my divine Honor ! the 
idol of my heart! the image of virtue ! 
my charming, adored miſtreſs! and what 
more tender name than that of wife re- 
mains to be united. But is ſhe not al- 
ready mine in the ſight of that being who 
formed us for each other; ho infuſed 
that ſpark of life, that animated foul, 
from which every affection, every paſ- 
ſion 
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ſion derive their exiſtence ? Deprive me 
not of the endearing thought; I feel 
her a thouſand times more mine than 
ever. Her ſertiments, if poſſible, are 
more affectionate tender! Bleſſed ab- 
ſence, which but enhances thoſe joys, 
which impatience would wreſt from us. 
Follow my example, and your felicity 
will be complete. 


The Marchioneſs inſiſted upon taking 


up my pen. To her deſcriptive powers 


1 left the pleaſing ſcene. Much you 


could not expect from a meeting of that 
nature. But ſhe will tell you all, bu. 
that Sempronia looks divine - ſpeaks - 
acts— and thinks with the ſame purity as 


ever Enquired after your family; but 


being ignorant of all paſt misfortunes, 


her queſtions went not beyond the pre- 
ſent. The Ducheſs is much delighted 
with her gueſt, and has conferred al- 


ready 
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ready every honour which remained with 
her to beſtow. Lady Sempronia ſhe is 
from this time to be received ; which 
word ſhe aſſures me ſhe ſhall never par- 
don me for, if I adopt. By the vene- 
rable old lady ſhe was handed, on the 
firſt day of her arrival, to the upper end 
of the table. You will oblige me, ſaid 
her Grace, to do the honours of it, I 
am too infirm to pay that attention to 
my preſent gueſts, inclination fo warmly 
prompts ;. and from this moment you 
will never forget yourſelf to be the repre- 
ſentative of my noble daughter. The 
epithet was pompous ; but it was a Du- 
cheſs who pronounced it. I mention 
this but to let you know how you will 
be received, &c. &c. The reſpect paid 
to Sempronia, is a neceſſary introduction 
to ma graud mere; that omit nota form. 
To the Earl, you need not give the hint. 
It is meant but for you heedleſs young 

Vol. II, L men, 
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men, who never think of ceremonies till 
the day is paſt, On Tueſday, you are 
expected. From my ſilence you muſt 
infer that we have had no tidings of the 
Duke; nor will it be poſſible for ſome 
time to come. If the poor fellow is to go 
on to Conſtantinople, he will certainly be- 
come a Muſsleman, and take up his a- 
bode there : for at this ſeaſon travelling 
poſt, and on horſeback, (which he did 
by choice) through ſo bad a country, 
would cool the ardour, I ſhould think, 
of a much braver ſpirit than Fidele. 


The watch tower is to be illumined, 
that you may eſpy us from afar, But if 
you approach by day, I ſhall give the 
fignal of information, and mount the 
ramparts on the joyful occaſion, 

DE GRAVELINE, 


L E I. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


FROM THE SAur. 


You R laſt, is juſt arrived. To what 
conveyance you entruſted it, I know not, 
for the polt will not. be 9 hours. 
The winds of courſe were charged with 
it; for a very briſk gale landed it on 
this coaſt. The fair Clytemneſtra; no, 
the adul:erous ſpouſe. If Agilthus makes 
a retreat, it is more than ſhe deſerves. 
Not that I think he would riſk the bold 
encounter with brave Agamemnon, were 
his throne the reward of victory, Were 


Wit poſlible to ſeparate the idea of guilt, 
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from the affliction this affair will coſt to 
my noble friend, to my ſoul I think I 
ſhould rejoice in her public diſgrace, 
But he is rivetted to her; and what a 
painful ſeparation will this be? Is there 
no poſſible ſtep to be taken? But from 
your account ſhe ſeems loſt to every re- 
flection, which would be likely to pro- 
duce a ſerious concern, To adviſe with 
her, is impoſſible. My laſt viſit diſco- 
vered more than I had power to commu- 
nicate, even to the boſom of a friend, 
This ſame La Brie was then her only 
eueſt, He left the caſtle the day after 
my arrival, I enquired who he was ; the 
anſwer ——a friend of her family. To 
queſtion her, I did not attempt. Upon 
her confidence, I had no claim; nor did 
ſhe ſeem diſpoſed to ſay more. Was 
there the leaft chance of ſucceſs, I would 
go over this inſtant. If ſhe wiſhes a ſe- 
paration, (as I ſuſpect to be the caſe 

Belmont's 
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Belmont's return of courſe ſhe will not 
mention z and in the ardour of purſuit, 
overlooking thoſe meaſures by which it 
would be beſt effected, will involve her- 
ſelf in ſome fatal ſnare, and loſe Ciceſbeo 
and Mari at the lame time; for public 
report will give La Brie time to eſcape. 
Such a conduct as her's, cannot be ſecre- 
ted. Some tongue will whiſper it to Bel- 
mont's ear; and conſcience, if not paſ- 
ſion, will betray her. Tis true, he has a 
ſoul above ſuſpicion , but he is too tena- 
cious of his honour, to ſacrifice it to falſe 
punctilios. No inſinuation would induce 
him to entertain a moment's doubt of the 
virtue of his wife, Viſible proof would 
be the only evidence to which he would 
liſten. If ſhe has prudence to conceal 
her indifference, and receives him with 
apparent tenderneſs, no calumny will 
hurt her. But he is too quick ſighted, 
WW even in the ardour of paſſion, to ſuffer 
his 
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his diſcernment to be impoſed upon; 
His return cannot take place at leaſt this 
month. When you are here, let us en- 
deavour to plan ſome method by which 
public infamy may be avoided, But if 
ſhe has forfeited protection, not a ſtep 
further will I take 
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